weaving there whish I've been confusing
with the iaveho weeving,- this is reelly
Spanish not Indisn. Vell this shop had
hundreds of blankets all diferent. u€
fimelly chose & grey one with black,white
end red designs on it,- designs very much B
likezghe beg e sent you (in fact that wus
protebly Chimayo veawing). They had lovel;
coete and Backets mede from tihe blunkets,-
Lowever . decided thatl tiey would be oo 8%
startling bseck in the Last, except for the
short jeekets, so I got the piece that they
meke them from end am going to make one lor
myself. Its white with Llue‘red.and bleck
on it. 1t'll be stimning with summer deess
or evening dress. Ve also got several
gmell pieces dne of whick I'm going to make
4n to & bg like the one I sent you. e
also got & cowple oi little jugs ol Tose
color __exican élass to go on my window sill
“with ivy in. “he color is just heavenl, wiih

ny aqna‘ﬁﬁifé:and flowered curtains.
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Well this letter will never get off if
I don't stop now. u.L.sterts in schosl to=m
mbrrow egein after vacafion,- only she#heas
to go in the afternoon now &s tLey heve too
many in the morning class and all tiose that
are not old enough to sturt schddl next yeer
have to go in the afternoon. It certainly
won't be s convenient for me. Lowewer,
I've pat my name in for & part time jo¥ 1T

I cen find just whet 1 wanl$, end if 1 do &

thet they'll thke ner in the morning.

1 hepe ell of you had & nice .aster.
Pell Ideenor that we apireciate her sending
the suger end thet 1'11 write her when it
comes.

Oh I didn't thenk you £or the materials
for the #resses for .... They'll .eke cute
omes. The petticist Lesn't come yet, but
I'm sure it'll be swell,- you shouldn't o

ane to so much trouble to bleach iti
" g - bt

I gty 295 Da gy el oo oV Lponn I,
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MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P, O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO
wedmesduy, spkil 26, M4y
Dear wuother,

The last letérr from you thet I can find seems to be dated
Apr.2,- I'm stire there must have been one since then, tho 1 may
heve answered it anyway. 1'm getting so mixed up over uy letters
to you &nd lummy that I've figured the best thing is to wait til
I get & letter and then enswer it as soon as I cen,- so if you
don't get a letter its because 1 haven't had one from you. IEvery-
thing ha s been in & muddle this week unyw.y ds uM.L.has had the
flue sgain, I should have kept my fingers crossed when I told
you that we haed been so well! She came down with it two weeks
age vome Iridey. Evidently the resistance to infeetion is much
lower up here.and she is taking forever to get well. Aafter the
fever had lasted a few deyg she sturted in with = cold znd %hen
the fever came back sgein,- one dey she seems better and then spges
worse. liowever, she's really better now so don't worry. OIcourse
Bill amd I both got the eold too, but we're Loth over it now.

I fixed the petticeat,- I just gathered it right on to the
dress (I used the embroidered piece) and let it hang down about
an inch below the dress, 1 wore it to the dance Bat. and we hud
a good time as usual. Someone said 1 loovked just 15 whieh womld
have been an insult a few years &ge,- now it's définately & com-
plement.

Not mueh out of the ordinary has haﬁ%ned. ne are weeting so
meny nice people and like some of them ever so mimch. ue& have
gsome new people downstairs onvthe other side who ame very nice,-
we're going to tale them on a trip this Stmday. . couple ol
weekends ago we took & bunch on & trip th Frikjoles Canyon again.

Perlaps you noticef in that little booklet on LHandelier thet we

71



sent you & pieture of the Ceremonisl c&ve very hLigh up on ihe

cliff with lots of ladders to get up to it. Well, when we started
to clinb up, we leBt Lli tied with & 4-strand copper wire (tue

only thing we could fing) to & tree at the bottom, becaise ladders
sre the only ! ings he hag diXFieulyy with. well, we got halfl

wey ur the first luddemaund he'd broken the wire ana tried

t> follow w8,- he Jjust couldn't Lape to be left behind. oune oI

the fellows with us took pity on him and ingisted on carryin. uLim
all the wey up the four or so long ladders. e nesrly had hysteries

wateching him bevause he must heve resalized that the only way he

could get mr was to ¥ve csrriedy so he made himself as liap as
possible &nd didn't wiggle at all. J.hat waj“even worse we hed
o cerry him all the way down &s well, and boy, w het & load!
Foor E1i, he loves these trips more than he hsas &nythingfgziore

1 - s g =3 e $4 —opaTs —and——o . MOTH,
he follows us around and sits'shaking 0y the door until Le's sure
we won't go ofl end leave him. Une of the men who was witlh us
thet weekend took some swell pictures,- if he maktes W some extreas

‘;““‘we'll send them fto you. ue've been taking some iodochrome and
vhen they've been developed we'll send them on too. | T Ty

It's pouring this morning for the first time,- ususlly it

Snows., A week or so ago we woke up ome morning to find sbout 1lo

inches of snow,- by moom it was gone! leaving masses of mud in

its place. Le heve smow Ilurries every other day or so but the
stiin comes out and if's like spring the next minute.

¥e Bot some peas and lettuce planted finelly lust sun. when
we were &ll {too miserable to go anyplace. The .uardens are all

#n one place sbout § mhle awey and all nic'ely Ienced in, we have

aout (F%yft, I hope we have a little luek with it.

72



MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P, O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Wednesday, say 1Oth. Ty
Dear Lother, P
I had a card all written to you a week ago after jour letter
came, only it never got mailed. lary loves her overalls, the’fit
beagtifully now,but will probubly be too short in a few uonthis,-

you have no ides how she's grpwn;she now}ﬂ?htalil
Friday

Goodness, this is terrible, 1'll never get this letter written
and now your letter has &arrived so 1'll answer that too. 1 got
an unexpected ride to Albucuerque yesterday so 1 dropped every-
thing and took advantaege ofZ it. Ve left at 8A.W. and got Loue
at 10 -.¥. so 1t was guite a day. 4. is quite large,- 1 felt
baffled by the red lights and traffic after being so secluded for
so long. I had = marvelous time seeing the shops end spendin,
monéy end eating inrthe hotels. The University’br LT:: is vefy
impressive,- the buildings are of adobe and the czmpus quite larse.
1 bought & nice parchment shade for & %able lamp 1'm making out
of & large .Lexiwean glﬁss bowl,- tourquoise color with & lovely
swirl in the glass. 1 also found & little antique chair to re-
finish for M.L.'s room,~ it's in horrible conditiom but 1 couldn't
resist it after I'u looked all over Philadelphis for one,- .'ll
brov: bly never get to it angweyx tdl 1 get home!l }

We're actuslly going fishing on .uondsy, the first day of the

es bon,- we'll teke the day off and go up to the Valle Grande at

—

w

m

the ereck f dawn and not come baek ti] evening. e are going
with the L.'s who know how to fish,- here's Loping we gatch soame-
thing. 1 guess we'll leave ..L. here as it'll provably be boring

for her.

e :
n€'ve had some grang trips letely. Lest weekend we went to
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Senta Clara canyon,- It's so intirely diferent from the dry desert
end reddish mesas that we could hardly believe it. <The steep
sides of the cenyon are covered with a;ense pine trees and at the
bottom there's & good sized brook winding around and rushing over
rocks, and all around it is vividly green grass @nd rocxs and trees.
It's Zoing to be simply marvelous to g£o there in the scorching
hot summer,- ittll make the most perfect place to camy, too.

Le're so Zrad that Lleanor has a Jpb so near home, it sounds

like a good one too. I loved &ll your sub¥le telk abpout ..ike. he

w1ll hav to have him over, tho Bill éays he aoesn't nnom 11 1t'
the thing to do,- he'd probubly feel more avkward thel happy.

l.L.'s bitthdsy vwas a big success, she was up at 6:30 to
stert in on her tresents and never sei down agein til late that
night. Ve had an impromptm party with & other children and ice-

TeresmTEna bitthday cake. 1 think her most guccesgful present was

& bomber ( piece of cardboeard with an edasdbie saround it which is
whirled arsund the head to meke & zooming noise) Eli goes absolut‘!;
wild when she uses it which ofcourse makes her use it all the aore,

1 finelly got some plain percale for my kitehen curtains und

dyed it tec rose and then painted designs all over them with plain

0il paints. It worked wonderfully,- try it some time.
Vell, I'm getting destinmtly bleary eyed after that trip
yesterday snd Eezgigg'caught up today. This is kind of late for
Mother's Day, bat I hope you hewea nice one. I'm Teeling qubte :
the mpther myself asg udary mede me & nice apple stuck with cloves

for my linen closet (it isn't quite done yet,- the teacher told

me that she kept zetting tired!)

944.&,.7_,70._ ,47~ Sl akent —

?.,Jq
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Tuesday May 16, 1944
Dear Mother,

Barbara’s letter didn’t get mailed before we left for fishing on Monday, May 15,
which opens the season here. Two other men and I left at 6am. The wives left at
8am in a second car. We drove into Valle Grande and parked at Los Conshas camp
ground and started in shortly after seven AM, using worms. The streams, not as big
as Catherine’s creek was swollen by recent rains and quite muddy. No one caught
many; I landed a 9 %2 inch rainbow in the first half hour, and took the rest of the day
to get two more just over the limit of 7 inches. I threw back about eight, which were
too small. Barbie only caught one and was rather disgusted. Other people who went
to Frijoles Canyon caught their limit. We may go there next Sunday.

Barbara wants to know if you have an electric plate (single) which you don’t use, or
does Eleanor have it. Seems as though [ remember one. Our two burner is enough
for us most of the time, but since it will be too hot this summer to light the oil burner
range for company we would like to get an additional singe hot plate.

Love Bill



MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P.O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO
hednecday, June 7th. 1744
Dear wother,

I was begianing to get worried it was so long since 1I'd heard
from you. I should have thought of the gerden,- it'a so cold lere
thet I can't imagine that it's spring or rather summer, where you
are. ue actually had & hale storm this affernoon with hale stones
4¢ #in., aeross! I sent ML ofi to school just belfore it started
and the tescher said thet she sarrived with her umbrella inside outll
They finelly shut off the furnece last week and 1've Bgad to have
a fire in the fireplece alnost every dsy since ( not that 1 aind)
We seem to get & shower almost every aftermoon but it mever spoils
the day even if we're off onm a pienic because the air's so dry
you never even feel wet.

e . ,do,gd"t, g%zgwn 4 wrote last but it wust s beeu & gouu
while ago. We've not done a lot of fishing the last few weeks.
Lets see, we went with a whole bunch on & trip to & smell moumtain
witqk fire tower on it over a perfectly terrible road a courle of
weeks &go,~pienic in the rein and hed & marvelous time! ‘Lust week
the F.'s, Bill's gromnp leader gave & picnic for the whgie group
at Frejoles sanyon. MWilly H. who plaeys for &ll the sg. dances
is in thet group and he Brought Bis accordian, so we all sang til
our throats were hoarse and we even square danced in tihe road!

I guess by this time you've seen ilike. Ve enjoyed having
him over to dinnery he certainly is some fellow! 1've been having
lots of dinner parties snd enjoying it & lot. Lverybody is so
nice here and it's such fun to get to kmow & lot of them. 4 new

gouvle have just arrived from Yale. 1 haven't met the wife yet

as she just arrived by train today ,
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I that of you & lot yesterday on ID-day, hanging over your radio us
I guess we all were. I'll certainly never forget the date,- our
8th wedding annivers&ry! Bill deys everybody was eleening up on
, 4G .

his bets yesterday and making more on thej end of the war with
Germeny. All I can say is 1 hope we get tu use our gudget!

I doubt if we'll be able to vote unless they deside to let
s use & Gov,., bellet, there's been some talk of it. =)ltho we pay
New wexico toaxes we're not allowed to vote on the state belliet!

I'm going dan for art in & bvi. woy,- I'm now going to & sietcn-
ing groupd on |.ednesdeys (they hove a model and everything, and
a veter golor class dn Tuesdaeys and ay pottery ocn Thurcaeys. 1
don't know if 1'1ll get anyvhere on the first two but Bili Eeeps
egging me on. I wish you could see the kiteclien,- 1've painted «

lot of Zeter Hunt - Penn lutch Jjunk &ll over the gupbosards, it's

terrific! . -

"’\-—————.‘ - —

1t wezs awfmlly nice of Iulu to give me the roczer,- 1 ceféuiuiy
do remember it amd 1'm crazy sbout Foeking chairs anyway. 1411
write to her soon to thank her.
1l've been trying to get caught up on my sewing,- 1've Jjusti
finished & cute mother and daughter ple,sults with skirts for M.L.
—and me., & never—seemto get—tothe slip-covers tho. suess 1
spend two much time having tea with the meighbors and stopuing .o
telk on my way to the store.
S LY, o a2 {.&Jﬁcﬁd—x A ™
(e Benbrn i) p T SeaeFe. God, obe e i - Bonan,
e MMW e hm-l-,-u--. -
.,,“_J%.. postT . T AME 7%»&’ —éa-.-—l7 . St hay
r/ruul-l Vorns Ko B lpionms =
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Handwritten addendum to June 7, 1944

| have little Margie age 2 for the day today while her parents (they live downstairs) go to Sante Fe.
Gosh, she sure is cute. However, she cetrtainly doesn’t give me much peace.

Hope the garden’s coming fine and that you are well. We're sending a present to E. [Eleanor] 2 M.F.
[Montour Falls]. | hope she is home by then. | was afraid it would miss her in E. town [Elizabethtown]

Love

Barbara



MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P, O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
June llth. cun. 1944
Dear Zleeanor;

I feel badly that I1've not even gotten a letter to you un
your birthdey,- it seems to be &ll . cun do to keep our two é:gzigéé
fully informed of osur doings. Lowever 1'm sending you something
to keep you dbusy (you will probably curse me Tfor it) and also &
book on some of tlhe interesting thinss to see in ..., whieh is
slightly used and only lent (for a&s long as you want). I'm not
sure whether you will be in I tdwn vhen it gets there so 1'd bette.
send it to L.F. I mope ilother has told you someth ing o our
gctivities so 1 won't have to repeaé themZ all,- we're still hav-

Mingz 2 swell o0ld tiwe esp. on Jundays. Todey we went to the puyé
ruing and took the Fds( just arrived from Yale) a very young couple
with & b by on the way. The ruinéd were the most extensive we've
seen yet, there were three tiers of caves in tpe pliff and covered
avout a mile of the cli}‘:t?) 5evera1. of tLhe m:g;x‘ées dn frout of
the waves heve been regonstructed so thet you cen see whet they
used to be like. Then on top @me the ruins of the encrmous com-
munity house or pueblo,- some Zof that ha§ been reconstructea too.

»On the way hack Hank r, jumped out to remove a rock 1ln the road
an d evidently E3i jumped out too with out owr kmowing it and it
wesn't til about & % hour latter thet ..L.piped up to ask waere
Eli wes. Vie tore back and finely found him trotiing elong tue roecd
in the direction we'd gone. Foor pup, he's ulveys so scared he's
going to zet left and this time we reeclly did leave him!

Ve haven't Pad amuch luck with our fishing,- 1 love that about
mother sdvertising the facet bhat we'd caught a ¢ 1lb. Iish when it

wwd O

wes only ¢ in., ! 1 Wbl catbch souwething really big. ihe weatuer
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is really swell now,- clear and sunny but not at all Lot except in
the sun., They only shut the furnaces off a couple weeks agd and
we're still using two blankets at right..we have terrific wina

storms in the afeenoons,- or thinder storams.
Juesdey

I seem to be past mester at sterting letters and then never
finishing them,- there seems to be so much to do around here, and
then also 1'm not ad fest on .hg typewriter as 1'd like tho 1 rerfuse
to Bive up.

Your job at Avece sounds as it it would be & lot cetiter than

— ——— e N -

EFfbwi:-€H5—13n mad thet 1 didn't get atound to £ind out about tne

teeching here,~- they were planning to hadte a langusge teacher this
yeer in the high school, tho 1 imagine they would like to Lhave
someone glresdy here. 1t certainly would have been swell 1o have »
you and wsother here, tho it would bhave taken wmore than thet to

uprooct Lother from ..F., T guess.

Wy eleetric ovwen has just arrived so now my days of laboring
over & hot stove are over. I hope you won't need your electric
plete that mother sent, becsuse fronkdy I'm not intending to use
the wood stove agein if 1 can help it. lowever I'm sure 1 cetn get
8long with the two hurngtﬁz&:?tric_plate thet we have because the
2 gé%@*4:Hr%f§%¥€&"?if4ﬁ?%ﬁ’friT‘S?Ifﬁ?ﬁif_faﬁésrzis‘fittea‘uut‘witn

all sorts of pams so one esn coo. & #Mhole dinper in it. uaybe 1
can sell it to you after we lesve this place.
1 can 't think of anything else importent to ssy; so 1'd bpetter
%gﬂt this meiled. I sup ose you will be home socm,- are you doing
anything specisl ‘his summer?

well happy birthdey snd so long

“Sada
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MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P, O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
duly oth, wednesday A
\Tiis was .s fer a8 1 got lest uigntl!)
Deer ..other and Lleandr,

Boy I'm glad 1 cen combine two retters in one uow,- this letier
writing business im a full time job, 1 spent tvo hours at it last
night before I got to you,- vt least heving Luhe letter intuhe $ype-
vriter is 200d thing es 1 cen't use the desk til L S€T 1t Iiunished,

- Did 1 tell you ahout our Ceuplug trip wien 1 lest wrotedr we
went with the A's on Bat. niata two veeks age and stayed out til
Pues noon,- and what & swell tiue we had in spite of & lot of com-
plicetiong before we left. To be'in W%EEAxS plamned to lewve on
Iridey and then at the last momentt/thechouldnAt set awey so we
changed it to Sat evening,- well at noon on oet., M.L.started cou-
plening of & tummy ache and sure enougin &t arsund four she losti
her breakfast. 1he pediatricias wes awey lor LLe weesend and one
oI the other doetors 1o ked at her and thot thet it was probably
only a little upset twnay as she had no otler s¥a.toms, however,
1t certainly lo ked to me like those other strangse upsets she'd
hed before when she coulun't nhold anything down Ior threec duys, on
the other hand I couddn'& bear to call the whole thing oi1 when
we'd all planned so much on it. Lo Tinelly é:fter 1'd chenged my
nind a dozen times we vent,- & y was pretty sicik until we got to
the camping place snd then she we .t t sleep and the next day she
felt fine ths wediz, I certainly wes glad that 1 dida't stay home
with her and sulk all veekend. e cemped near Jam€z Ppprings under
a tremendous shear rock called battlesiip rock.fwo lerge streans
meet there and Bill spent all the tipe we were there fishing,-

he's nuts about it even then hedfioesn't czteh enything which is

mo
St of the time se, I have to catch a fish at le.st every hour
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to keep my interest up. Pill fished with ...L. for a while while
Harold and .ary and I ®limbhed around the mountains and pocks.
Later wf drove over to see the Soda Dam which is a big natural dam
deposited from & hot springs, and also the ruins of an o0ld mission
and Indian Pueblo. .e lazed around by the camp & lot and ate &
simply messes of foom: broiled chicken and stesak and potatoes
beked in the ashes and apple pde in our refdister. .hen we got
back we decided that we'd go camping every other weekend (there are
‘square dences on the Sat nites inbetween, and as 1'n ¥ice-chairman
now 1 both want to and have to go) - 3

Well last Sumday we tooka bunch of fellows thet worf for and
with Eill on & picenie and head a good time in spite of the thunder
storm (we get one évery dey now). Lhen we got back Lkilly H. who
plays for the sq. dances played his aegwordian on into the nite,-
he reminds us af Pete Cole,- he's little and fald? of the dickeus
and the life of every party.. lie left the asevordian here and Bill
hes been praciicing on it every spare aminute. .wumnny swys she is
sending up Thorntons small accorddan for Bill to have for the dur-
ation. This weekend we're taking two car loads odif on a camping
trip (just from Sat. noon til Sun nite),- the new couple thet
Just arrived from Yale end Sarold and uary A. end the u's whang
vwe've raken on trips Leiore, sdso 1'm Yaking along Joannsa J. an
awfully nice 1l year old kid that reminds me of Judy Lickson, to
keéep M.L. company in the hoard of adults.

Thursdey

Fractically another week gone by and this letter not off yet!

Our cemping t¥ip was & grand success., e couldn't get as far as

we wanted to up into Banta Clara canyon becmuse the read had been

campletely washed out in a big storm a few days before. However

we found a swell place to put our tent up right beside she siream
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MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P.O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
end we a&ll immedistely put on our bething suits and made & dam
so that we had & regular swimming pool. The kids played in it all
weekend and had the most womnderful time. The rest of us hiked
arouﬁd end cooked and played in the water ioo. Eill fished all
day Bendey and & couple of the fellows and 1 climbed all the way
up to the top of the side of the cagyon and had some good rook
elimbing. e were all sory to Lhave to ceme back on oun. night.
—— 1 spent ell day son.- pitiing <£5l1lb. of cherries and making
jam and cannéd cherries,- whet a hell of a jobl! Tonite the «ls
are coming over for & early supuver and we're going to see "The
Adventures of Mark Twain". VWe'll be out et 8:490 and then 1'11
go th pottery. Tomorrow we're going to Santa ke with tue 4A's
end the F'.and on the way back we're going to eat at & waman's
house, a native of these parts,who serves meals to a Tew people at
a time. The Als have had a reservation there for monthe and we'wve
all been looiting forwerd to it.

well I ecan't think of any more vitsl news,- we're &«ll flour-
ishing, W.L. is brown as & VYerry and so am I in spots(small and
numerous ones)

We're all very excited over Elean-it's news,- is this tie honest
to gosh real thing, Tisejye? 1'm overcome,- well, congretule.ions
anyvey. 1 guess there's no chance of my passing judgument on him
Exyxxy so be carefull

I've got to go put the vegetables in the pot reast, so

solong, and lots of love,

< .

Daadny
M~(4~IGQM~, CoT wrnde g 7, ’
B 1 T N L 20)
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MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P, O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
August Z27th. 1944
Dear lMother;

I'm terribly sorry that it's been so long since 1 last
wrote. Your letter czme just as we left on a long weckend last
week and ever since we've been back 1I've beemn trying to get
a free hour to write you. We're going to stey home today,sSun,
so maybe I'll get caught up on a lot of things.

we were glad to hemr about hLugh's wedding. we got an an-
nounecement wuite a while ago and have ordered an Indian bowl
and platter grom the most famous of the Indian potters, saria
of Sen Ildefonso. They ought to be finished by _eptember and
then I'll send them rtght off.

Its too bad that you've had all that hot weather,- it's
evidently been pretty bad in Swarthmore and New Haven too.
Needless to say the weather here has been glariuss,- wish 1
could send you some! However the reports of your garden make
us green with envy,- we have nothing now but summer squash,
flebby beans, a few heads of cabbuge and masses of weeds weist

high. The tomato plants shrivled wup and died from the hot days
and cold nights 1 guess.

\/”’rlell,l must tell you about the marvelous trip we had last

weekend. We left Bridey noon with the A's (darold and ..ary,

end #rove to Hyde lark just beyond Sayta fe. I1t's a publiec
camp grounds high up on the side of = tains.
It was pretty miserable and rainy so we camped in a shelter

at the end of the road where there's a ski tow in the winter.

“e had storfed on the way to Santa re and bought some corm so

we had an elegant dinner of grilled hamburg and bacon, fried

potatoes and corm with a boysenberry pudding baked in the reflecYav
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e wished afterwards that we'd put up the tent as it rainéd
quite hard and the roof ®f the shelter leaked. However we
didn't notice it til ve zot u';’)\;:nm slept ih the car and
was warm and dry. Ve hung around the next morming til it cleared
up around noon, and then ve fimed everything we needed for tvwo 48
deys in the packs and started to hise in to & good camping spat
that we'd heard of, in a couple of milea ak the foot of lake
Peak whieh is about 12,4Cift. high., Lven iMary-Leigh had her
peck,~- we fixed some pack straps on to the littgde bag that you
gave her for Christmes, and_s@e was proud aB punch to carry her
few clothes. The rest of us had aglout 40 1b a piece, I guess,
whet wit: the tent, sleeping bags and good and cooking pots.
HoweVbr'it vasn't a very steep treil and dm about an hour we
came out into the most beautiful aspen and evergreen grove uznd
open rocky field full of every possible kind of wild flower %Sipk
the rocky open slore of +-ake ieak to one side. And best of all
& rushing mountain stream of crystal elear and icy cold iater.
Honestlylit was the most beautiful spot 1've ever seen! he
pitched our tent on the pine needles yYnder some trees and piled
oodles of pine boughs dm it for our bed. Bill fished and we
explored around the rest of th t day. } guess the waﬁer WaSs tao_
clear for him to c;tch any,~- the fish saw him first. The next
dey we started up lake Pewk thinking thut we wouldn't get fiar
with M.L. along, however she is getting to be & marvelous climb-
er, and withaw# hardly any pushing we got her all the way to the
top. I certainly was proud of my little girRk going up a 18400
foot mountain, ofecourse we were pretty far up when we started
to elimb but still it was a good 3% hour climb. 1t was one of
the most beautiful climbe I've ever taken too,- it's all opem
(5a-ahmtiq‘l puinndran~! )
rocky slopes with Deautiful views in sll directions. The moun-

tein Bas about three lakes around it, quite jigh up just Welow
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the peak. e asked MA.L. why it was called Lake reak and she

answered, "Why because ¥hen you get to the top you can peek out

Zrom behind the trees and see the lakes!" On the way down

Mery 4. end I lagkd behind end picked over a quart of @&ild #

strewberries to have a short cuke with bascuituthéhe reflector.

Boy, was it good! The next day we%g%arted the hike Back to the

car about noon and got home here shat evening. 1t sure was

one swell weekend! Nex¥ week me'ré going to leave w.L. Bpere
13,2257

for two days and climb Truchas which is the highest of the

mountaind saround here,- it has a small permsnant glacier on it

O Lo~ 7"““*

and I guess it'1l take two days to climb. (YrG@=2er LA e
= Jummy sent up Thorntons small accordisn for Bill to use and
he's been playing it every spare minute gsince. willie, the
fellow who pleys for the square dances was away for the dance
two weeks ago and so Bill &ook over and played for almost all
the squares with another fellow to call for him, It's been a
lot of fun for him. Le says to ask y.u if you ever come across
sny square dence musie he'd like it.
well, I1've been canning a lot for Lhe paest Iew weeks.
Apricots and £ bushels of peachesz ;and a byshel of pears are
waiting to get ripe. I'm not going to do a lot as we still
have & lot left from last year. I Reem to have masses of sew-
ing ahead of me,- I finished mumm%fs suit a while vack and sent
it off to Ler. I'm terribly anxweys to stert some jewelry
work but Bill never gets around to Iix my blow torch,- he says
he will as soon as 1 get the slip covers made,-l1've had the
material for momths, so I gyess tuat will bhe my next project.
I sent the )Kbdachrome slides to .ummy and as soon as she's

looked at them she'll send them to you. Will you be able to
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find someon® vith a projectbr to show them to ,ou? If not
perhaps you can find osne of these little viewers made especially
for Xodachrome slides that magnify them,» I know that sSears h s
them. I don't see much chance of getting eny black and whites
pictures tzken as there alma%p seems to be s.me color film in
the camersa and anywsy 1 know 1'd mever get 5ill to meke any
prints.

I've been to several good movies lately,- wo go to see
"Canterville Ghost' if it comes your way it's terrivly funny.
we've also been eating out ac-asiénuliy +t the rX helfl e« block
awey vhere they have stcaks thet cover a whole platter, or 2
thick lamb chops, @r a whole half & fried chicken for only a
dollar. .hat with the rationing and the price ol foom we figure
it's almost as cheap to eat there once in = while, and it sure
is a change for me,

I guess thet's all the interesting news, we're certainly
keeping busy every second and having a grand‘time. wary-iseigh
starts in school in a couple of weeks. This swamer has Just
Zlowvn, and if thézgéws keeps up we may be home before ve know
it.

It seems as if I've been at.this letter for Loursg so 1'd
better get started on something else for a ehange. urite agein

5,4,’\1 Ao
" Bely.
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mon. Sept.25th /94y
Dear iiother,

I've dispaired of Bill's ever writing you to thank you Ior
his bpirthdey preseénts, the he says daily thut he's going to; and
of couwse spends hours pouring over the books of music and playing
the pieees on the sccordian! Mary-leigh was entrunced over her
decklace and bracelet and wears them every day. | Bill let her
open his presents for him and was she ever surprised‘tg find one
for hersedf! I attemped a surprise party for Eillf?'&.had a%aat
six of »ur best friends come in after dinner for cake and ice-
cream,- but Bill isn't as absent minded as he apyears, snd sensed
that something w.s @p when 1 didn't beg him to go out or do
something on & Sat. night,- and then 1'd hidden the cake but
neglected to hide two boxes of strawberries that were thawing
out! Oh well ve had a riotous evening playing the acc.ordisn and
singing and sitting ercund on the floor assk playing Fig and other
similar cserd gamesknd making so much noise that we praectally
brought the roof down.

(:E;Paven‘t been cffon so many tri. s lately and have actually
spent a few Sumdays at home. However we're going on a real spree
Thursdey afternoon to Taos for their biggest festivel of the
year and will stay til Sum. .e're tsking our friends Harold and
lMary A. whbth whom we d> most everything. 1 only hope and pray
that L;L. doesn't catbh a cold before then am aslmust everyone
has VYeen having one the past few weeks. we'll be steying in
the same cebins that we stayed in when we went to Taos at wcaster

time. 1hen we get home 1'll spend sondey getting food together

g§gd Tuesday we'll leave for & weeks vacation, just the three of

88



us. uwe're going to & place where there's very good fishing aﬁd
far from any signs of people (we'll camy out,- snd 1 hope we
don't frecze) @ do hope that Bill gets re.lly rested wp,- he's
been working terribly hard tho he insists thut he enjoys it
more then snything else that he could do.

Mary is in school now and énjoying it tremendously,- she

gos bath morning &ndt::;i;fi:f;) She must have been pretty ex-
citkd about it the £ ay for she cume down with another ol

those throwing up atiucks. The doctor gave her a seditive rigat
away and she shept all that day and night and then seemed cnﬁ-
pletel; over it. The pediatrician says that all the children

here are over stimulated £rom being to gether so much and that he
thinks that it would be & good idea if she had something to

make her sleep every few months end give her nerves & .est. 1
certainly am glad that school has s_mrtef and that the kids aren'®
out under our windows all day long. 1 try to keep u.lL. in the
houseé after skhool and quieét,- so perhaps things will go better
now.

Did iumm; send you the kodachrome slides? we have two wore
rolls nocw so perhaps 1'll send them to you Iigst so that you can
1o;k 2t them éil together., Then you can send the two némiaﬁ;s
on to .ummy and the old one back to us. ihere's one of ..L. that
ig pretty good and will make a good print to give you and .ummy
for Bhristmas.

Did I tell you about our trip up Truchas, the hi_hest moun-
tain around here (13,240 ft.)? We left w.L. amd s1& with gome
friends and set out early one Sat. morning whth two car loads

of us. Unfortunately none of us had teen up before and the =
mountsein is covered with horse and cow paths which were pretty

confusing, esnd also we adn't been given anywhere near accurate
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enough directions, so we ended up ¥y going miles out of our way
most of it streight wp. we had all our stuff for the night on
our backs and it was pretty stiff work at that altilude anyway

e finally got tb# the field where we were to camp at about 7pa
pretty exhausted. However it was worth it,- the camping spot wes
right at the base of the circ of perpendicular rock beneath ihe
gummit. .e had a full moon to keep us awake all night and there
wes frost all over everything in the morning. “he ne xt day we.
¢l mbed the pealk and eslambered all arcund the knife edge and then

returned home the right way. 1t was all loads of Iun. }

I have a lovely lhdian platter and bofl here to send to
Hugh and his wife but I find thaet I don't have their present
address. Could you send it to me soon so thet 1 can get them off ?
I think yo. would like this Indian pottery amd 1'd lize to urder

gome now for Christmas. 1 can't remember whether you have a
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saled bowl or not. would you be intere.ted in & smal. size,big
enough for two and some little individual salad bowls or a big
one for compamy? It's black pottery ana polished so thuat you can
use it for dalad or in the oven. uUr perhaps you would rather not
have something praeticel but something with a design on it wure
for show? Wwhile I think of it (or did i1 ask you%) could you get
Lleanor's measurements for a jacket when she'@ home SOuGt‘@E?
I want: Biast, bese of neck to end of sholder, sholder to waist,
length of sleeve. 1 made myself & lovely chimayo jacket and
I think E would like one, I made #.L. & cute dress out of the
remnents of LE.'s house cout that you let me hawve soune time &go,
with yellow cording on it,- it's real cute. 1've also got wy
slip covers mede.

I hope that all is well im w.F. nill Z. be able to get

back often? And how does she like her new school? Is aunty HMay
with you now: No more paper, so, solong,- Bao

91



MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P, O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

vctober «7th,
Dear lother,
On looking through your letters there seem to be about three
that 1 haven't answered! 1 wish I had a better memory. 1'm
glad the pictures finally got sent to you. 1'll send on the others
next week as we have a date to look at them whth some othergpeople
pr o

ﬁv\ _ 2
Awho heve some too. Be sure when you look at them to choose which

one you whuld like to have printed for Christmas. I've just

discovered that there is a woman up here that is a prof;Suional
childrens photographer and 1 think 1'll Bet her to take some
potyraite of 4iL. I guess it yould be silly t; get you any §
pottery, but we went up to €hdmgyo (pronounced chim-i-yo,) last
Sunday and ordered some voven pieces to make those jackets 1

spoke of; and 1 think perhaps you'd like one. 1 couldn't get
white as they seem to be short of that yarm so 1 had to get red,- .
the color of the bag I sent yéu. 1 don't know what 1'll do

ebout sleeves,- perhaps 1'll try to xmit soue.

I jist wish you could see the colors here in the sutumn.
The aspins are all bright yelloy and are reslly a sight with
their white trunks and the pines showing green all saroung them.
e took our vacation at just the right time to catch# the colors
although it was pretty cold. .e went to a heavenly place,- the
Holy Ghost river in the lecos Valley (you can probebly find it
on that mep). 1t is guite a deep cenyon &t the 100t o1 simke
Feak with a beautiful little stream running thru it and the Bills
then were covered with red and orsnge and yellow. .uring the
day it was lovely and warm but the sun went behind the hills at

5:30pm end then it started to get cold,- ana how! we usually
got the dishes washed and the beds fixed up by 7:30 before it
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got too dark and cold and then we &l)l went to bed,- i.L. to sleep
end Till and I to read detéedive stories outloud b, the light
of & candle, taking turms so that our hands wouldn't freezs
holding the book. e had our tent up to sleep in and had bor-
rowed some very warm sleeping bvags mhicnlwith extro blanhets/
kept us w rm enough in spite of tie freezing teamp.( there was
about an inch of icece in the vater pail in the wmornings) The
place we stayed in vas a regular camp site vwith cute littée
shelters and picnic ‘ebles along the stream. We sertainly got
it ooy AW

plenty of sleep as, the sunxéii-ix got up til Soeclocxk,- then in
ab-ut an hour the temp. would rise grom 20 to 70° or higher in the
sun. e went on some lovely walks and Eill fished and udary-.eigh
and I water coloeed. we were gone & week and enjoyed every
minute of it. @n the way over we stopped ab the Indian school

in Santa Fe which I know you'd have been interes.ed in. Lhey
have revwived 21l the ancient crafts and have & lot of things to
sell., ¥e watched the jewelry makers and carpenters, and bought
several Indian paintings and frames for them.

Omr trip to Laos wmas fun tho not as interecting vs 1 ex-

pected. It was more of a carnivael thah Indian festiwal. However

it wes fun to explore the €Gurio shops and see the pueblo. u.L.

went on & merry-go-round e¥ la t and we all saw a rodeo. e

stayed in a cabin which was rpeally an apartment with 2 rooms and
two double heds and a dingle for u.L. (Harold and w«8ry A.were
with usj, a bathroom,and a corner kitchen cubtained off from the
main room, also a refrigerator and fireplace. .e cooked a lot
of our medls there as [aos was terribly crowded. e had & uex-
ican meal one night at one of the restedrants. ILione of @s had
tried it before and oh boy, never again,- 1t practic.lly took

the linning ofif our mouths and slomachs, my lips burnea for

hours afterwards!
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November «6th, 1lvs44
Dear ilother,

Thanks for your letter and I'm so SOrry that I had to
trouble you about the package. O'm certainly glad that it got
there o.k. end also that nothing was broken. Please don't send
me & lot of your precious jams and jellies, when you have so few.
Two or three would make a wonderful vhristmas present. I1II you
send them express you might put: "U.S.Bngineerg‘before the P.0.
Box number, altho it will get here o.X. with the sane a@%ess as
our letters.

L e've had snovw off end on for tne pust couple oI weeks
tho most of it melts away in the hot sun. ue ha@ & Iresh batch
last hight so I hope we cun get off to tuke & few pictures to
day (Sundey). I don't know whether I'11 heve the professioneal
picture taken of M.L. or not as it wus quite expensive ($1d &
sitting with 6 finished prints) and ..L. is at such a dificult
age. If I can get Bill to load some black and white film in
the camera I have a friend who has done & lot &I photography
who is going th help me get some snaps ol ...lL. Then 1'll send
them home to iummy to have them printed and emlarged as ve didn't
bring any of our stuff out here. Then theee are the kEodachpome
of which I was planning to have a few prints made,- tho they
wont be ready by @hristmas nov.. Ve haven't been uble to getl any
kodachroméigzle for sowe time so it you see any in W.F. we'd
certainly appreciate having some (35mm)out door Kodechrowe)

I heve one of the Jackets made and the other two oﬁfﬁkﬁgﬁLg.
A friend of mine is knitting al. the sleeves for me out of the =
same yarn that the jackets ame made of,- they really look lovely,

Yes, the jJamkets are same as your purse, red witl a design in
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grey, white and bleck. 1'm meking & lot of jewelry in return
for the sleeves.

Bill hes had a baed cold this week, tho really we've been very
lucky with so few colds and such. il.L. has been wery well with
only a couple of colde that only lasted £ days eamh and no wmore

psets. Ve had a heavy week this week inspite of =2ills cold.
e had 10 for Thenks giving dinner, and I reasted & Z£z1b turkey
in the big iron stove (the first time I've used it since 1 got
my roester) Bill had to make me a special pan for it and it
Just squeezed in by the skin of it's teeth. I alsgo made two
pumpkin end one mince pies and masses of other food. uLe ate at
6pm and they didn't leawe til 1l:6C. On Friday we had e party
at Harold and Merys to draw names for a Christmas pearty that
Ma?y and T have planned. we're going to meet at our house on
Christmas eve for a pot luek supper and then go out carolling.
Each person is going to bring & present for the person whose 4
name he drew at this last party. There will be 18 peopde in on
it andfgught to be lots of fun. Then last night, Sat. we went
to enother square dence. ILast wed. I went to Santae Fe and got
all the rest of my Christmas shopping d ne, tho I still have
lots to—meke-yebs - e ——— -

Md.L. has been having lots of fun lately making paper orna-
ments for the Christmas teee,- chains and baskets and stars.

We didn't bring eny of our decorations, but I do wish we'd brought
the lights. We plan to go out and cut down one of the long
needled pines Ior & Christmad tree, tho where we'll put is in
this tiny apartment I don't know.

Ve spend& $£.50 on & bath for nli last week, as there's just
no plece here big enough to bathe him in&ﬁkke was cleaner than

he's ever teen in his lifef and we all hugged him and made much
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of him for three days und then he went and got in to some eoal
ashes and novw he's dirtier than ever. 1 guess we'll just leave
him in his filth until we get back to Swarthmore and & bath tub.

Vie went to see "lMrs., Parkington" at the movies tonight,- it
was good tho not as good as the book, however Greer Garson is
wonderful anywhere.

School seems to be doing = lot for i.L. Her first report
said that she never stood up for herself and was an awful ery-
baby,- which she still is but not so badly. I still have a $
terrible time getting her off for schosol on time in the morning,-
she just wont eat and won't hurry and never hears a thing 1 say.
I only hope she grows out of it someday as I just don't seem to

have the temperment to cope with it,- each of us mekes the other
woese .
' e all vent do & pot luek supper at the school the other

day which was lots of fun. They have them quite often so the
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parents and teachers can get to know each other.

You asked about Thoranton and Helen amd Tanys,- Thoraton i§
evidently working awfully herd and not getting much régéxation: HQN‘Q
I don't know much about what lielen is doing but Tanya hus been
very ill with a ruptured appendix, tho idummy says thut she is all
well now. Grannie sees a lot of them both I guess.

Daddy had his tonsils out and did feelk pretty rotten for
quite a while, Mummy doesn't seem to be taking it easy as 1 hoped
she would after Rosalind went back to hngland. uith wergie iwm
town and all her friends in the Nursing school just begging to
be mothered, 1 suppose it's just too much to expect .ummy to
£0 into hiberaation. well I've come to the end ofxmogmper 80
I'd better sign off. You sald in your letter that you haven't
been feeling well,- 1 hope that you haven't been doing too much
and getting overtired. Have you hed & cold or grippe? Take care

of yourself now.

FoB 1] Lo Co. bma.
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December 17, 1944
Dear Mother,

Barbara seems to do all the writing in our family. I guess [ haven’t written a letter in
the past 9 months. With Christmas coming in a few days, I shall try my hand at it.

Last night we went to the square dance that occurs every other Saturday, and to
which we usually go. This morning Barbie got up earlier than I to go skiing with
some friend; later Mary-Leigh and I will drive to the ski slope and we shall all try to
find a small Christmas tree, some variety of long leaf Western pine. Mary has made
from construction paper chains and other ornaments with which to decorate it. We
also have some bright metal turnings from the dump heap, which look like good
ornaments.

Christmas weekend, we are invited to dinner Saturday evening, followed by a party
given by one of the groups. Sunday we are going to an eggnog party in the
afternoon, and then six or eight couples are coming to our apartment for a sort of
potluck supper. We had a meeting and drew names for dollar presents, and decided
what sort of dish each would bring. After the supper we shall go out and sing
Christmas carols. For Christmas dinner we are going to some friends.

We haven’t done very much for Christmas. Barbie has been making some silver-
copper jewelry for small gifts, and some Chimayo jackets which you will see. We got
some Indian pottery from Marie. [ am not sure where it is going.

My work, which is very interesting, keeps me very busy. Usually on Sunday we get
out in the fresh air for a hike or picnic. A couple of weeks ago there was a fairly
heavy snow, but it is all gone where the sun has hit it. The climate is certainly
annoying, with very cold nights, but very clear days which are warm in the hot sun.
The cloud effects are striking, very rarely are there “grey days” here. The billowy
clouds are usually set in an intensely blue sky.

Our garden didn’t amount to much. Evidently one can’t grow tomatoes at this
elevation. The best crops are what the Indians used to raise, and still do, I expect -
corn, beans and squash. Cool weather crops, lettuce, cabbage cauliflower, etc, also
do well. I don’t know whether we’ll try again next summer.

Recently we discovered in a store some army re-claimed, down sleeping bags, the
sort they must use in Alaska or the Aleutians (sp?), so we bought two for camping
trips next summer. Our AMC bags are not heavy enough for the cool nights,
especially in spring and fall. Only one night last summer did we sleep without a
blanket, although it must get to 90 or 100 during the day.

The scenery in this part of New Mexico is striking, as you no doubt can judge from
the Kodachrome slides. I have another roll nearly all exposed, but that is my last, so



[ am glad you found a roll in Montour falls. We have been able to get indoor
Kodachrome, but I haven’t tried any. [ have no equipment with me for developing
black and whites, or rather for printing it. We still haven’t taken any pictures other
than Kodachrome of Mary-Leigh.

We have all been well, except for colds, which take longer to disappear here than in
the East. Barbara’s hay fever has practically gone here.

[ am enclosing a check for your Christmas present. It is too bad that we are so far
away. Although we are now permitted to visit relatives, it would be too much of an
expense to go east for only a week or two.

[ hope you and Tis have a nice Christmas at home. It is certainly great that she is
now so near to Montour falls. Merry Christmas, Bill

PS. Mary-Leigh drew the enclosed picture for you. The two boxes have come, such a
collection of presents! Barbara has sent off a package to you. Bill
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Lecember 27th, 1944

Dear ![other(and Eleanor and Aunty Mey if thej're around);

It took us all Christmes morning to opemn that mountuin of
presents from llomtour Falls (in fact they were about all we head,
as the presents fro. Nev Haven hadn't axived in time),- I wac
prerfently aé@st at the time yo. mast have spent on &ll those
things fpr us, ..other. Those dresses Ior s:Try are works of art,
I cen herdly bare to let out a hem they're put in so pertectly.
The only thing thai I'm sick about 1s that you didu't write for
her measurements before you started in on all that work,- .ine
cotton skirt and searsucker diress can vte shortensd and bulled
in around the w iste with out any trouble, but that perfectly
ad reble woo: jumper is too big in every direction ,- I just
can't beze to take out all that work, so I guess the best thing
to do is to put it away for next winter. Although wary-iLeigh
is awfully tall she is also awfull; skinney und tlLings have to
be teken in a lot in the shilders and waist. FPlease don't feel
badly about this as the Jjumper will certeinly get warn some day
and the other two dresses lousk adorablg on Ber. ohe is mad
about her nurses kit end the apron and cup and has prayed with 0
them every minute since she opened them, 1.love my purse,- it
looks like the kind that will last me many yeers. liow 1 willi be
able to go to Sante Fe looking somewhat decent. 1 wus especiully
delighted with the chalk marker,-I've wanted one of .hose ever
since I sav:HOme Le, major at the bertons (I don't remembe. her
name) using one. I'm always wishing I had some guamned lebels,

too,- and I don't think I've ever used anything but old sheets

for pressing cloths] 1 can't gmmrrumtee when Bil. will get «

around to write a letter so I'll say that he spent all his spare
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time on Christmes reading the book on color photography. HLe put
on the flﬁi?683 shirt the minute he opened it and had had it on
ever since,- it may end up by being mine as it just fits him now
and it doesn't say it's sanforized. 1've probably forgotten ‘
dozens of items, I must say I felt .ind of bewildered at the
masses of stuff,- oh, goodness, the jam and pic-d&s, tiey uere
whet I was es.ecially lo king forwerd to for Christmes, oty
I'm afraid you parted with far too many of them. The apron and
tie were certeinly appreciated, Aunty way,- we certainly cen't
heve too many of either. Bill and 1 gave each other some won-
derful Army eiderdowvn sleeping begs, and 1 xnit Bill & stociing
cap and mittens. .ary got in addition to all thut loot from you
a big bow and arrow and a set of beads to string, and lots of
other junk, and the only thing she asked for repeatedly,- & bean
shooter ( a piece of aluminum hollow rod).

we certeinly had & heetie Christmas weekend,- ..ary A. and
I hed this bilg pot luck supper plenned Ior 18 people at pur K
house on Christmas eve, then the next day we were going to have
Christmas dinner at her house, and also we vere both going to
& big dance on Sat, night. Well, udary left for tne hospitel
on Fridey morning,- she 1is a couple of months pregnent and hAad
started to miscerry (she's o.k. now tho she's still in the hos-
pital flat on her back, they succeeded in stop ing the miscarria5t>_
I'd been working &ll week til ungodly hours meking jawelry for
my friends around here and then I topred it oXf by staying up
til 3:30 Fridey night meking a new dress to wear th this dance
on Sat, night (it's a knock-out,- plaid taffita skirt with ruffle
around the bottom and a waist band thaet goes to a V in front and
back &nd lages up the front, and a white rayon blouse with low

gathered neck and small puff sleeves)* oTpe dance was & wonder-
success,~- gallons af eggnos and Tom and Jerries, dancing &aad
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and & side splitting entertainment,- 8o we didn't get hoae tuut
night til 3 a.m. either. -unday I hed ..ary's part of the pot
luck supper to make as well as my own, and we were in¥ited to a
eggn?g party in the afternoon, 1 also had to clean uwgain ins,ite
of4€”!e31 house cleaning on Sat, The 1& people errived «. 7pa
and ve had a marvelous party,- ate and ate and went caroling ana
opened rresents for each other and sang caerpls here til abo.t
tvo or so in the morning. ell, if 1 haven't exhausted you s
fer I'11 start on Christmas day. Iuckily l.L. slept late after
gll the excitement of the preseeding days, or maybe it wuasn't
lucky as it m{ht I was late in getting Hary's turiey into our
oven. Haro*d A. came over and l.elpec me wash the mountain of
dishes from the night before and somehow I got the rcast turkey
squash, broceoli, mashed pot. saled, Lot rolls, and punp<in and
mince pies on the table by 4 oclock ior the three of us and
Harold and two fellows that .lary had asked. well except ior &
visit to :lary in the hospital and & few other calls that night
th t abo .t finishes the story of the Llmore vurishuwas. wvery-
taning went off wonderfully and it made me just sick that ..ary
had to miss it all. I didn't feel the least bit tired til the
next day and then I just cellapsed and slept from 1 til 5 in tue
afternoon, and in fact every afternoon since. we'lre inviteu to
two dorm rarties on Nev Years eve, which mezns we'll (or atlewst
Bill will) come home &t & or 4 decidedly sky high. nowever that's
a couple of days off yet.

I hope to get ur to sk¥ on Sunduy morning. They huve the
tow working now and I have decidedfﬁoin (to the tune of 8) and

quite¢ waiting ero.nd Ior & baby to get sturted. They have a
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bus running up every Sun. mornigg at ©:00 so thut I can get &
few hours of skiing in before 2ill gets up ing the morning.

I forgot to say how much nli enjoyed his presents, tho
Tuf€a (the A.,'s little bull gog pupyy) grabbed them away Lfroa
him, and played with them for lours. By evening the one with the
squeel was in ribbons. The bean bag is still aroung tho Bill
says it will probebly sprout aftcr all the wet checwing it gets!
Jidst everytiing else we bsthed bli on Sun. morning,- the con-
trast was so tremendous that every one has been loving hia ever
ginre, Wwe're wondering how long it'll be before ke gets into
another cosl bin.

\.e had nusty weather fbb vaoristmoes, half hearted weara snow
end fog,- wost unusual up here. Le're iiigh enough so that we
get lots of snow but not Lign enough so that it stuys,- it's
alwuys melted by noon with masses of anikle deep mud in it's vake,

I've been spending a lot of oy evénings at the hospital
with leary,- tonight Bill ceme over too and we all pluyed bridge
from 7 - ¢ the visiting hours.

liell, either my brain is getting foggy or else I've run
out of news. 1 seem to have skads of letters L. write and about
three veeks accumulated ironing to do, not to mention s-me mure
Jevelry work thut 1'm itehing to set at. 1'm making & pewter
Jewelry box with a tile set in the top ror Lthel ¥, who waae ue
all the sleeves for the Chimayo jackets.

Thenks again for making our Christmes such a hap_.y ounec.
ie're getting to miss ouw feailies a good bit. we've been so
busy the past year that it seems like two. Un the other hLana
I can hardly believe that we'whd left Swetthmore just a yeur ago
this week., TFrom the looks of things 1t'll be &t least another
before we're buack,

Sovcad o b W e L G~ & —
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Wednesday, reb.7 /745

Dear .ilother,

I1'm afraid thet it's been almcst a wontl since 1 wrote lust!
I really love to write letters when 1 have time, but it secus us
if I'm alweys hurrying to cetch up. I sup,.ose it'll be even
worse nuow &as I've hed o job Tor the past wontlh. wlew o took it
I thot it vould medn giving up some of my hobbles,- Lowever, it's
ended up in my giving up some of the less interesting nousehold
duties instead! I stil: seem tc find time to sew andmaxke jewelry
and entertain. It's only a 6 hour & week job, and I work mostly
in the morning when {.1. is 1n school and & couple of aliternoons
until 4 ocloci, It means that .ury 1s alone Ior anm nour or so
at & time anc she seems to thrive onm it. Ohe loves ty act out
stories to herself and never seeuns to get lonely. when I'm unoue
all the time,l'm always tr¥ing to get her to hur:y up, and we're
elweys squebbling. Now thut I'm with her ouly & few hours of
the day we get =long beautdifully and I imagine I spent raally
more time going things with heré/ than 1 used to. When sne gets
home from school she staurts the lanech for me and I bet it won't
be long before Bhe has it all ready for us to sit domm and eatb!
This past wee: she has been home with & cold,- I wuas afraid at
first that It would mean that I wo.ld have to stay home, hovever
she hes played happrily all morning &nd has never seemed unheppy
when I've left. RBill never goes to work til 10 or s> in the uworn-
ing so someone is around (even tho he is asleep,- 1 never see
him any more as he works til 1 or € in the uorniug ena is only
home for meals). iary hes had & wonderipl time meking the val-
intines that you sent,- she husn't decided which one she 1is

going to send you yet, I1've spent all my spare tiae tuls Ween
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cleening up after her,- when 1 get Lome &t noon ther¢ floor is
littered with scraps of paper and miseelan&ous bits of costumes
and props for her stories. It's worth it tho if she's happy.
Notking special of excitement has happened since Christmas.
We still square dance or do something fun every Sat. night, and
g0 pilenicing after 1 get back from skiing on Sunday. le've been
playing brigege almost once a week or more often, too, it sure is
fun, V%e had & lot of snow and cold weather last week, tho it see

seems to be over now and it is belmy and warm during the day,-I

—Juet ecen't get-over bhis elimatel — Bill-has been espeeislly 2

busy this week as the head of Lis group is away and,6 as he is
gsgistant group 1eaﬂar)he's had messes of extra work. I don't
see how he can stand working so much of the time, except that he
is crazy about the work.

Now that I'm working I have an Indien girl to help with the
housework half a day a week, tho I can't say that it's very ef-
feciehnt help. Although suary usually makes more work for me than
she's worth, when she's in the mood she can be & woncerful help,
She can tidy her things up and run the vacuum anac wash the buth-
room sink end wipe silver. 1 just wish that she got in the mood
more oftem! X e

The red flannel you mentioned sounds wonderful, Mary Heeds
skirts bedly.4 I like her to wear something warm in the winter,-
she doesn't wear overslls any more. As she's asleep now 1'11
measure a skirt I made her recently. The waist measures <3 in.
and it's 14 in long. The suspenders that eross over are 18& in.
Please con't feel dissppodnted about the things you made her for
Christmas, they'll all be worn out before theq‘ec through. The
blouse pattern fit's her perfectly.

I felt badly to hear of the troubly you had with your toath,

I do hope you are feeling normsl sgain.

Lot 77 v ? va bt
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February 18, 1945
Dear Mother,

Happy Birthday! I hadn’t forgotten, but as usual I'm late. This week seems to have
been unusually hectic with one thing after another to do. We've had an invitation to
dinner and three parties and on Thursday I was in Santa Fe for the day. However, in
my off moments I've been making you a silver ornament for a comb. I thought
perhaps you could wear it on the side or in the bun behind. However, if it just
doesn’t look right in your hair, just give it away to someone who can wear it and I'll
make you something else sometime. [ have yet to buff it, so it probably won’t arrive
before next week. I feel dreadfully to be so late with birthday greetings. I seem to
be late with everything these days.

[ am so sorry my last letters were so far apart. [ had no idea it had been that long.
I'm always making resolutions about writing more often.

We hope you had a very happy birthday, and that we could have been there to help
you enjoy it.

Lots of love,
Barbara
PS ML loved the valentines but never stuck to them long enough to finish them, or

rather she got sidetracked playing house with all the parts. Also, [ didn’t get much
time to help her.



T Baborn Tl
March 1&, 1v4b
Do Mafe

vell, vae finally deeilded to make carbon copies of the
letters to the two mothers. rLefore 1 can turnm around two or
three viceks bmwe gose by end my conecelence sturts bothering me
so mueh that I cen't sleep nights. And ofcourse t. aauke it
vworse, 1t's all beceuse 1'm heving such a¥ perfectly mervelous
timel lately we've been leuding such & wild and giddy sdoclal
life, thut I don't haove time to do the minimum of houméwork,
even., 1 guese we're Jjust golug Lo the dogs, but ii Sﬂ’l love
itl This particular spurt of wild living began with the arivel
of Bill end CGinny W. froam Chicaego,- we've never found anyone
thet ve've both hed such fun with. They're more our age than
the xiés thet we've been going around with and they lLave a little
boy of 33 that M.L. gets along with very well. Ginny is perrectlj
erczy end she reacts on me until I'm erazy too. ne go arsund
acting lixe perfeect fools and love it, and our Luabunds‘loaz
on indulgently amd act kind of eruzy tos, especially efter o
cocktuil or two., we've been going on pienics together, usuuily
collecting other people &t the lest moment, almost every week-
end. ind inbetween we throw parties right and left and play
bridge and sguare dince. Bill k. has an seccordien foos Tnis’
last week ¥es & riot, tho I admit that it wes the first ir it's g
kind, and I hope the lust,- I#d be a wreck if I kept up at thet
pace., Ginny started it off on Tuesday by coming over im the
morning to us¢ my s<wing maching., when 1 got back from worx
at noon end fomnd her there I asked them to stuy for lunch, and
then s she wisn't quite finished she stuyed mos. f the afternoo

Lebfinally ended up by going th the comulsary togethér and bLe-

fore we kney it we ended up by having dinre~ el ,éwq«,’ ~

111



pleying brigge all evening, u.l. and [lobin msleep in the mext
room. The next dey dery A. told ue thet she had evidentl; lost
her beby at two months last Christmas (remember 1 told you sue
was in the hospital then) and she had thot she was having it
0.%. ever since. It wes an &wful blow to her to_leern at tiis
lete date thut she wesn't, esp. afler buying and maxing a lot

of buby things. S0 to cheer her Gp we played bridge all evening
with thean. well, on Thursdey 1 hac an lndien girl to work for
me 2l1] afternoon so I hed 10 G.I.'s over to dimner. I Iind it's
& lot easier to entertain when you're working,- psople just
don't expect a lot of fancy Tixings.

Around t:is time 1'd mentioned ts sinuy that it would be
fun to have a resl vwild party while our downstaims neighbors
were avay for tvwo weelts, but as the ohly possible time would be
thet Sat., 1 didn't see how wé would béen it so quickly. However
nothing fezes Ginny, amd she thoughit it wodld be fun to have
a party in our house from both oI us, starting at midnight after
the squere dunce was over. we hed it prectieslly all plenned
when our husbands put their feet down, and said it was tou Aucn
of a good thing, I'm kind of gled they dia, as we were geing to
‘i pot luek supper on Friday might and I hed to helr with the
squere dsnce on Cat. liowever uinng end 1 and iery A. and t;a
kids took & flying (and 1 megn flying with Ginny driving in their
convettable with the top down) trip down to wspanola. on rricey
afternoon to conscle us for not heving the party. we bought
some wool at the Chimayo store there and some more pieses for soue
Jackets.

On Sundcy we all went on & pienie to ruye ruins. 1t wis
almost unconfortably hot and we got lots of sunburn while €X~-

i ploring the ceaves. The ,ids eliambed down every ladder and into
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every eave. .. ended up by getting h¥stericul over tr,ing to
drink water out of the grnllon therios gug without eny cup,- and
the last couple »f querts ot splashed and squirted liberully
dovn »ut neeks and 4n oud frnees. & got baci just in time to
go to a party thet the group leuder of bill's group hed for she
whole group plus wives, husbends wnd sweetheurts. e hud it

in one of the dormatories as there was quite w ero.de wé€ hed

a vonderful bufiet supper w«nd sang wund denced &ll evening,

To elinax this terrific weei we decided to go to sentu le
on -ondeye. The Ve's hed 12 go wyuwey so we went in thelr euwr
with the top down again, Bill went with me for once,_hecause

he hrd to heve soane shoes. 1 made arrangsenmenis so thet .i.le was
| taien cire of until after supper so that we could stey down fur
‘dinrer. xcept for & eouple of misc. items we only bought tirec
things but they cleaned us sut of about 1.0 dollurs. 410 begin
withk we foumnd & perfectly beautiful Nevaho rug. we've been
looking for awek really good one ever since we've been here, znd
this is it. 1It's about 4' by 8' and kes only the naturzl colors
gréy, white, bluck end tuun, and =« perfectly beautiful design.

On top of tlwt I happened to see a copper conchos belt thit topped

eny silver aqre 1've ever scen. ihere are S cone”

inches something like the enclosed picture held

—

‘ 5
links. 1t vas mede quite & few yeurs wgo when t° )

& lot more pride in thelr wor< and is fer more p
other I've scen. Vvell, anywey ©ill finclly gaid it could be &
belated birthday present so vwe¢ bousht it. 4+he silver ones cost
well over & hundred, so this vesn't to> bad rorBib. Before we

got 211 these things, I'd declded to buy « dress (the first I've

bought ford or 6 yecrs), and, well this reclly hurts me, the

only thingl eould find thet I'd spent my mone: ow Ced P32

A1l I can sy 1s I've spent av Mme, %Yﬁ Vet Geon 73 cm.
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.ell, I worked all dsy todey to make up Ior yesterdsy, and
have go-d resolutions abrut golng to bed early tlis week. low=-
ever 1 alrecdy have &« desert bridge plenned Ior Thursany eve.
and wec're invited out to dinner Fri, snd we have square dance and
a dorm perty on sat. and a pienic on Sun. whet a lizel In
spite nf 8ll this I've kept up my work every moraning and two
afterno-ns & veek and I still love it. 1t was pretiy coapliceted
the liet couple of veeks becnuse li.L. w.8 sick one weex and there
was & voeation from school lest week. She's fine now and buc. in
aschonl this week, If only she will stevy well! Tor & wvihile nows -
There hagebeen an awlful 1ot of colds and grippe golng the rounus
up here among the childlm % L..QJ.L.L‘...

Bill is home tunight for almost the first tine since we cume

'doinﬁ e8 you ean prob bly guess his incomne tux.
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Hand written addendum to BPE letter from March 18, 1945

Now that I've finished the carbon part of this letter, [ want to thank you so much,
though a little late, for the lovely tablecloth you sent for my birthday. I'll certainly
use it a lot. Also, ML'’s skirt arrived a few days ago. It fits her perfectly and she’s
crazy about it. Thanks so much for bothering to make it. [ hope you haven’t
wondered where the comb is I said [ was sending. [ went and broke the stone as |
was setting it, so I had to wait until yesterday when I was in Santa Fe to get another
that fit. The Indian silversmith had it all set for me before I could turn around and
he kind of messed it up, however I shall not fuss over it any more, hope you can use
it.

Mike and his wife showed up at the Square dance last Saturday and seemed to have
a good time.

Well, I got to get some sleep. Hope you're all well

Love Barbara



wrs,. willium &lmore
Box 1668, Santec ¥e,li.u,
April 16, 1i14b
Dear Yolks,
I inow that it's been obver & month since i've written, 1
Just can't keep track of time the days go by so last., iary-
Leigh'e birthday 1s slmost here and I supjpose yosu're wonaering
(s Wl © Newmann e Dol )
whaet she'd like from her grend paerents. ohe certuinly needs
enytring to make things with, how cbout some Lincoln logs? 4Lhere
is Just nothing but Junk eround here, and I just refuse to buy
& lot of paper stuff thet litters up the ho .se and hes to be
thrown ewey immediately. If either of you come secross a secoha
h nd w.gon-or scoster or even & small size two wheel bicyele, it
would be just the tiing. The things tnewmuke now aren't worth -
buying. 1 haven't hed much time t. make her dresses either so
if you see enything in a size & thut louvks &8 if 1t would stund
a Jot of weer und isn't toc expensive, we'd both like it., Lotton
meteriel is non-existint in Sante Fe, so if you ever sce any-
thing suitable for cehildrens clothes or blouses for me, do get
it end I will re-emburse you,
te all seem to be getting along pretty well, the M.L. has
been having a lot of tumny aches lately end eating practieally
nothinz. The pediatricien here is beginning to think it may
be allergies and we're now tryiung atribine before meals, The
'last three days sha's been ecting wuantities so perhaps it's
working. Vhen she feels well we get along wonderiully bat the
minute she feels bedly she starts this whiﬁing end fussing
over everything, which drives me crezy. She hasn't had the
chicken pox yet tho I expeet it any moment, elmost every child

up here hes hed 1t., umry-lLelgh's favorlte pest time is muking
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everything lammeginable out of rags and paper and pins and puste
and anything else she can find. I wade through seas of paper
every day and stumble over countless little bottles of water
with everything from crayons to flour mixed in fon. . I1t's getbing
to be & dmily bettle to get her to pick upr even half of her uess.
I was getting perfectly frantic o¥er the little amount L space
she hes to put things away in, so finally to night Bill threw
together some shelves in her closet. e had a fine time &ar-
renging things, end her room looks beautiful now,- I only hope
it stays that way for & while. fanw white" came to the movies
here l&sg_week,- I'd been reading the story to i.L. for a year
now, almost every night'so 1 decided that she vught to be ready,
for the pieture. I was only showing two nights and unfurtunatelj
we got there after it wes all filled up the Xirst night snd we
had been invited out to dimmer the next night‘so I had to get
someone else to takg her. Lvidently she enjoyed it imaensely,
tho I wish I eould have been with her to watch her re&mtionlsk*f~fhw
She's growing up so, fest, I, just can't bare for you unot to sce
her. I thought I'd die this morning while she w. s getting
dressed,- she was complaining that Bhe had to wear suspenders +-
$o hold her pants up instead of a pelt.?tf?%n@ins“there with her
clothes off and her fat little tumamy sticking out;igﬁe looked
down end patted the plscece where her# hips are going to be, and
said,"” Hma, growing aren't theyt" with the most rediculous
smirk on her face.

we hed the biggest snow storm of the winter on Sat.anda Sun.
At least 1€ inches here and more up in the mountains. Bill had
to work most of Sunday so I went with & bunch to sxi up one of
the mounteins near here (practieally over Bill's dead body,-
he simply hutes me to ski) It snoved most of the day amd Ype

woods were perfeetly gorgeous. It' turned out to be guite =
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vopk out and some of us turned brnok before we got to the top.
I guers it's the last skiing 1'11 get this year,- there's hard-
ly a trece of the snow lefft todry and & sea of wmud 1s herme in-
stead.

I still enjay my work &« lot. They're giving me wore re-
eponsibilitles now and 1 £ind it hard to work Just ny &6 hours
& weel snd no more. I have & swell bunzh of young people to
vork vith,- I finally got arownd to haverfthem all over to dinuner
last wrel,- €Y/ 16 in &l counting & few wives and us. ..ost of
them «re G.J.'s and reclly appreciate & reel spremad. 1 oeooxed
tvo tur:ieys (the biggest I could jet was 14 1b and 1 iuew thut
would never go around, S0 1 cooked one in my next door neigh-
bor: nsven end one in mine, In addition 1 h d fresh mude roli.s
marheu potatoes end gravy, pess and carrots, gelatin fruit
salad,+three enoran.us cherry pies (180 blue points wnd & ihs ol
suger). e sat eroung afterwards snd sang to the mccordicn and
played gﬁﬁes. Finelly & bunch st rted to pley poser and they
never left til 1:30 in the mormningl! I was terribly touched
when theyeame in with a big box of flowers for me,- as well as
a Loy of cendy end a pound of butter from the mess halll

we have gone out cvery Suadoy on & picnie, exeept tris last
oneé, Le usually teke elong & big croud,elwuys ineluding Bill
and Ginny V.., ané every one contributes something.to the Ioaod.
We heve such fun with bill end .inny, we usuwlly get tofether
two or three times & week and do something er=2zy, such as heving
lunch t-gether over here or Gincy and 1 sewlng together all
evening while the feliows work end then sitting up tdl ell Lours
talking when they get back, .uuny bhas Just got to weet uinnyg
gome dry,- they're so exactly the sane.

Bell I suess tihiis is ensugh for the carbon coples,- i1've

been typing all evening,- I{1ll answer your letters on the buck.
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Addendum to BPE letter dated April 16, 1945

We envy you your garden; we aren’t going to bother with one this y ear. It just
doesn’t pay up here, and this year the water will be scarce too.

I'm glad Eleanor gets back often. What are her plans about getting married?

[ certainly never knew that your hair was short. It wasn’t cut when we saw you last
was it? If so I have a terrible memory. I'm glad you like the comb, though I messed
up the setting terribly. I haven’t had a chance to do any metal work lately. It'sall I
can do to barely keep up with the sewing.

[ hope you're all keeping as well as we are.

Lots of love, Barbara



F.0. Box 1663,
Santa Fe, New ilex,
uey &1, 1%40
Dear lother,
Your lang letter just arrived and 1 feel like & cud nut
even writing to you to thank you for .ery's birthday present.
I think I told Lleanor about the btirthday picnie thut I geve
the kids,- It w:nt off berutifulliy. iary-Leigh adores her rain
cape, end wents io weaur it &ll the time, rain or shine. 1t
looks sveet on her and fits perfectly. 1've been tr,ing to
get some stuff to make her one like that for & long time now
without success, so I &m certeinly glad you sent you—sems 1it.
Tell Aunty May that "Walt Disneys Suprize rackage' is a delight-
full Yook, I've bought !lary several others of that series,- 1
think they're culled the Golden Bocks. The Golden Dictionary
is one of her fsverited, avery word has & pieture so that if
she knovs what letter the word starts with she cén look up the
spelling., My I'll sure be gled when she o:n read and write.
Thanks for looking for materials for me,- 1 guess the shortage
is as bud with you as with m.. I Just don't feel lisxe waring
clothes eny more when there isn't anytiing nice to make theﬁ
out ofZ7,
i.e went on our Iiest camping trip this past weekend,- it
was loads of fun but pretty cold. e cemped in at the end of
(oL 4 J1p purnR )
Santa Clars canyo-n along the bronk.A Two car loads of us went, -
Mary A. and Ginny and her little boy end sary-Leigh and I drove
in on Sat. movning and found the cemp site, and & couple of athex
fellows hiked over the mountains starting thel merning, end
the rest of the husb;ndé and three single fellows came that
afternoon in another car. 0On Sunday most of us climbed Tchcoma

a mountain about 1100C ft, high at ithe end of ihe cunyon.
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Bill stayed behind and fished &ll dsy,- didn't cateh & thing
gither! 0Only & few of the boys got to the top of the mountain
a8 it turned out to bes bitter cold up on top and none of us had
dressed wurmly enough., I'm sure M.L. would have msde it if it
had been warmer,- she's getting to be & resl good ciimber.

hhén ve got beck to our camp it wes still ecld end haa clouded
over so we deecided fo €0 home and cook our last meal over the
fire place at our houée. We all hed = stiff coektuil and it
turned out to be a wild party, although it did break up esrly, -
we were 2ll so tired.

Qur social engagements are calming down & bidb, we're both
wofking rretty hamd, and I don't seem to gét even the essentials
done. For = while & had a fairly good Indian girl two half
day s & weegk, but she went off to some other work and the one
I heve now ig ewfully slgr) and hsrdly aeems,;w;);zhh-_m,money., i 1
just never get cought up with the ironing.

A letter just came from Mummy todey telling uf shas Thorn-
tonrhas evidently been sboard e big ship in pretty dunéerous
waters for some time,,Goodness/I pruy thet nothing heppmmg to
him,

e got & new b:tmh of kodachrome bzck the other day,- 1'1ll
try to get}gff to you soon. I feel so bedly that we nefer
seem to get around to teking soue plack and whites of uery-
Leigh,- but don't gZive up hape:

There doesn't seem to b. much other news, so good bye for
now,

lots of love,

" Balri
Mrs. William Elmnore
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Barbara bnlmore
Box 1663,
Sante ke, Iiew ..ex.
sune 1loéth jigg
Deer Lother,
l.ell, I guexms thiks has been gbout the longest time l've
ever left ;>u without a letter. 1 don't know why I1I've been
so awfully busy the past two weeks, but there's been soumething
on every evening, 2nd evenings are the -nly time 1 gel to write
letters.,
I have some gocd news for you,- after all these yecars 1
am Iinally going to present yo. with another grunachild, about
the first veek in December 1 hope. 1've been too busy wnd to.
sick tn my stomach to think muech about it yet. 'However,l ought
to heve time on my hands SOJn,LS I'm quiting uy job as soun us
Mary-Leigh gets out oI school Ior the sumaer ,in & coupleé 01 wecku.
Leter
Things seem to be getting more aud wore hectic, wnd tu.s
letter has been sitting here in the typewriter heunting m.
every time I go by, for two deys now. One of the reaéons i1've
been so busy is that I let my self iq&ar making some sleeping
bags for some peﬁple I don't even ~now, There was an advertise-
ment in our bul. itin {rom some people vwho wuanted to exchenge
a double sleeping bug for some sewing services. our rriends
Bill and Ginny wanted a sleeping bug verj much so that they
could go camping with us this sumnner so 1 sald 1'd do the sewing.
well it turmed out these people wunted two sleeping b. gs ucue
with some down Iilling they hed. 1'ts turnead out to be guite a
Job, I only wish I could have been ameking thea Ior ourselfes.

Anyviey they're all done now, so now I can start catening up
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on all the things I've been neglecting. 1've been tirjylug to
breek in & new girl to my job, too, and as she haus never held
& soldering iron before it'gﬁkeen tou easy.

Bill has been workxing awfully herd lately and expects to
be pretty rushed until the end of July. 1 can't get hia to
do much of anything and .e haven't been on oore than one c.up-
ing trip this sumzner. le seems awfull!y nerpvous and coesn't
sleep very well, however I thirk he'll snap out or it as sson
as we cun get away on a little vacetion. Ve have & wonderiull)
trip plenned for the niddle of August. Iwo ear luads of us
are going to combine on the gus and g: to the Galiup festivel
and meke & round trip of it buck by way of uesw Verde and chuco
Canyon. 1 only hope Lkis worx will be eleured up by tuen so
th:-t we ean go.

l,e've had hetter lucx fishing this year, we've on.y been ¢ T
rbout threée times, but h: 've c;:aﬁiqzi‘fo _L’r &ch tiue \betueen
us). last Sund:y we hiked down into upper Frejolies canyon
end up the stream to a beaver dam, tishiug al. the wuy, we
must heve l'iked about ten wiles in &l1, and it wus esauging how
well M,I., 8to 4 up under it al!. we've had to ture our cunday
trips elose to home the past month or so, as we went +nd blew
out & tire g&iﬁé}gi en awfull road one Sundey. Our only chance
is to find & tkird graué tire to take it's pluce. we're hoping
to ge ride into Albuquerque next weex,- if oniy Bill can
take time off to come, 80 perhaps we'll be &ble 1o get &« tire
there.

Pill has enjoyed reading the copies sf ithe wabtains rxXpress
that you've been sending,- thanks for bothering. The nemes in
the Swarthmorean that comes every week are getting so strange
from being awey so long that it hardly seemes worthwhile taxing

it eny longer. I cen't get very enthusiastic about going bucx
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to Swarthmore, the climate and country side are so aiserable He
conpared with the vest. <h well, therc doesn't seem to be

much chunee of our going baci. before the spring oI 1vab, anyg-
way. 1 certainly want the buby to e born here, everytaing is
so much mare chnvenient.

I1'm pretty tired this evening, so 1 thinkx I'll call it &
dey end go> t» ted,- I've just finished baxing & caxe and mnak-
ing salad snd icecream for & dinner party toworrow night. I1've
finelly found & sponge cu-e thet works et this altituae (yours
fell flat on me), it had one uore egsg anc less water, it still
doesn't come quite to the top of the pen though.

I'm sorry thet I don't seem to teli you auch about awary-
Leigh,- there just doesn't secm to be much to tell., khow thut
it's sumner she plays out all the time after school. iucre'll
be & rcereation preogruw for the children during tne swaaer
whieh ought to give them something to do out of doors. ‘Around
here there's nothing to do except aimless playing end righting
with all the neighbors kids. After 1 quit my Jjob 1'u going to
try to think of things to ieep her busier,

wEll s» Jong for now, from nov on 1 nught tn be &ble to

write more »ften,- 1 hope.

S;Z, /A -&wg

—
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sunday, July «ctu.
Dear lother end Lleanor, e
Thank you a lot for your nice long letters,- they came at
a time when I could appreciate them most. A4As I thimk 1 tolad
you Bill was gone for tw> weeks an project business, and after
he'd been gone & week 1 s.arted tc have some trouble,- bleeu-
ing after four months on pregnancy, so I spent the next weex in
the hospitel flat on my back. However don't be worried’as about
half of the pregnant women up here seem to have the saame trouble,
tho usuelly around the second month, snywey l'm fine now and
everything seems to be perfectly v.x., I sure was in a dithler,
Ham the day all this started, tho, with Bill gone znd wary-
Leigh on my hends. However, all my friends were simply wonder-
ful. Mary finully spent the whole time with kthel F. (the one
who kndt those sleeves Ifor your Hhimeyo jacwebs). ohels one of
those pesple who takes everytring easily and calmly in spite
of heving almost & full time job (she is the only pharmacist
they have at the hospital) and two children. naylthe 1Z year
old.was spending her vacation teking care of wve, the two year
old‘so she did most of the looking alter of il... 1t all woried
out wonderfully and all my friends czme tc see me in my hus-
bands absence. I1'3 decided not th tell Bill whet hed happened
after I say that everything would be o.k., but unfortunately
Ebkel's husbend felt he ought to know and wrote him merely thet
I was in the hospital and getting along fine, and as 1 had
Just got Ever an attack of grippe and & very bid cold the weex
before,Bill didn't know what to expect and I guess got a little
worried.
fow that Bill's baeck his work is letting up & bit. e were

geble to g0 an & big camping trip last weekend with Harodd and
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Mary A. 1 was so afreid the dostor wouldn't let we go, but he
said it v-ould be o.n. 80 we left Sal. noon and stuyed until
Tuesday evening. e went to some simply gorg€ous country north
of Teos, into Hondo Cenyon which leads to the btase of .t whecler
the highest mountein around there. Unfortunately we picned the
wrong time of year,- we got into & terrific thunder storm on
the vey up, it rained m torrents for hLours. And then the pnext
afternoon, after the rest of them had gone to climb the moumt-
ain vwe had edother storm even worse thaen the first. However
they got bcek before the rain started, and we wll sat in the
tent for hours while it poured. It was still louds of Tun tho,
the morning wes besutiful and ...L. and I had lots of fun tryine
to fish in the stresm and lying around in the sun. The next
dey on the vway out %e came to =& place where the road had been
prectieally washed out and we hed to do some fumey manouvérin6
to get out. sfter wie égthto Taod again we took a ldé_miie

locp through the Red Kiver Valley. The A.'s had hewrd of
wonderful plsce to spen& the night before getting in to the
valley, called kagle's Nest Lake, where we would stay in an

inn instead of the tent. It turned out to be an artificiel
lake in miles of perfectly flet laend bro:ling in the sun.
However, we didn't dere to go on for feer of nol finding & pluace
to strey, so we stayed in this awful little inn with perfectly
horrible beds. Lven the swinming was no g0od as the shore

line was prelty messy. The Ifishing unight have been rfun if tuey
hadn't charged (P kiihours per person to tuke & bomd. we did
have fun in the evening welking aroung the edge ofi the lake to
the dem. ¥here i%AStarts’it mekes & deep gorge in the hills
before it spreads out on the plaein. The next dey wade up for

thet night though, the ned river valley is simplyg beautiful,-
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it's quite 2 small river flowing down through a lovely ccnyon.
I wish we could heve camped another night there. uaybe we'll
be able to go beck in the fall and spent a few days. ~

I'm so sorry I didn't answer ﬁigg;gaie letter soane;f?zggﬁt
ﬁcpﬂoffer to come out here to help me for a few monthe. 1t
was sweet of you to think of it. However, I'm afraild it would
be impossible, much as I would like it,- we have only two bed-
rooms, and it's going to be pretty crouded even with the baby.
You could omdy get & dormitory room,if you got a job and it's
pretty late in the game to get a job now. I'm sure everytithing
is going to go all right, enyvay,- iary will be in school all
day next year, and I certainly don't have much to do arovund
this small spartment. night now I have an Indian woman two nalf
days & weekx, so that almost all my ironing and heavy cleanins
is dones. fer me. We eat out at biﬁs vVery good caleteria neax
here gbout once a week, and can more often 1f things get hectic.
I do wish ynu e uld have eome »Hut here lust year and taken a
job. I know you'd love this country,- but as 1 said before it's
too late to start anything now.

I finally got to Sant. Fe last Fridey for the rirst time
in severel months. I got & lovely tile tray for Henry sclorkle
and Jody Dickson who got married last week. .lso siter about
a year of looking 1 found some Saaee sport shoes,- my size is
not & common one,

Mery-Leigh scems to be getting along pretty well this suua-
mer. Three times & week she has swimuning lessons in the pool
they mede last summer. Then at the school they're having a
recreation prograem where she does carpentry, painting, clay-
modeling, and story telling.almost every morning and aftermoon

for e few hours.€edél She seems to play a lot more happily with
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the children around here this yeer. She play§s nouse wnd aoctor
out on the porch & lot with all thé props she can dr&ngut, and
gll the k?ds she ceen eroud in thet small place, dary's lost
both her bottom teeth nowrand is & commical sight. we seem to
get algng together better top,- tho I still can't get her to
mind no matter how striet I am.

Foor Lli has been end still is very sick. I suddenly
noticed & few weeks ago that he was getting terribly thin, and
not eating & thing. He stayed &t the vets while 1 was in the
hospital and they digconered that he hes & acute liver trouble
prob:ebly from getting into gerbage pails (people will just
dump garbuge in without covering the pails) and eating too wuch
fat. He's just skin and bones now and cun hurdly stugger around
He's getting injeetions twice & week at the vets and 1 have to
feed him &1]1 the meat I can spere points for,- he absolutely .
won't tobtbh the dry dog Ioond. I do hope he'll pull through.

Good bye for now and lots of love to you both,

Backh
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el. hag jist informed ue thet she is
gbout to make you & pleture of her teday
besar. So I'1ll think of socaetiing else to
write til ske is finished.

Bill is going from bed to wbrse in his
workin hours. l.e now sleeps til v:30 or
10 and then vorkxs comtinusl.y with perhaps

helf an Lo.

Le |

out for metls uktil one or two
at night. I hete it, but it doesn't seem to
disangree with him so I guess it will cou-
ti:ue,

.ell, .ery's plcture is dome (znd 1
didn't even see it til it was done so don't
think I helped her withk it!) 4and Bill is

fimelly gettinz up, so goord-bye for now.

NZ o e e
F—ziaafe"‘-

lz‘u JMM
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August 7, 1945
Dear Mother,

You must have been excited when you heard the news yesterday, with the mention
of Santa Fe. [ knew the dropping of the atomic bomb was due any day and had been
listening for news of it every time I got near a radio. Monday I got up late, having
slept the clock around, and picked up word of it at 10 AM. They announced it over
the P.A. (public address) system when word first came over the radio, but I was not
on hand to hear it. Since then everyone has been clinging to radios to hear all the
blah of the radio commentators. The news had been handled very well.

The test shot, which has been described in the papers, was very exciting. [ was
outside the shelter at 10,000 yards (6 miles) and saw the entire affair. The trip I
was on, which Barbara mentioned in a letter a while back, was for this test.

The tremendous effort which has gone into the entire development has at last paid
off. It really was the biggest scientific gamble in the history of the world, as
President Truman has said. No one really knew until after the test just how
successful the bomb would turn out to be. After the test, and all the shouting was
over, we went back to camp and passed bottles around before breakfast! Then we
headed back to Los Alamos, our “city of 6,000” according to newspaper accounts. |
was up 43 hours with no sleep!

You might save clippings from newspapers and send up, especially the NY Times.
We managed to get one copy of the Santa Fe paper and its front page is choice. You
see we must be the 3rd Jargest city in N. Mex. Or maybe larger, yet people in S. F.
could not even recognize our existence except in “whispers”. We lived in a “vacuum”
according to the newspapers account. They called the bomb the “Los Alamos
Bomb”.

Next week we are going on a vacation trip, which I believe Barbara has described.
With us, are going the Fermi’s. Mr. Fermi the radio described as “one of the world’s
most distinguished physicists” which is probably true. We shall see the Gallup
Indian Festival, then camp at Mesa Verde and at Chaco Canyon. The trip will take a
week, about 800 miles. We are pooling our B-rations for the trip. We are now
allowed 15 coupons for a 3 month period, besides our A coupons.

[ don’t know when we shall get back East, but it may not be until next summer.
Barbara would like to stay until after her baby is born in December. It would be nice
to be able to take a trip through the west on the way home, provided enough gas is
available by next spring. Then we would have the rest of the summer for a good
vacation with you and with the Page’s.

[ enjoy seeing the Watkins paper and reading about local affairs. I still seem to know
lots of the people mentioned. Hugh is certainly seeing the world!
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Grace C. Elmore
Montour Falls
New York

Wednesday, August 8, 1945
Dear Bill,

As you can imagine we were all excited to hear and read about the atomic bomb,
(Auntie May is here for a few days and we are all going to Camptown Friday), and
we all hung over the radio, and discussed what we read in yesterday Times. It gave
me a queer feeling to read a description of the Post in the paper after wondering
about it for nearly 2 years.

We are tremendously interested and read every thing we can get hold of. I am
sending yesterday’s Times for [ thought you might be interested to see how they
handled the big news. We are wondering if you were present when the test was
made in Southern N.M. I hope no. The whole thing scares me to death. If there is
any thing you can tell me, do write. People keep asking me questions, and I only
know what I read in the papers.

[ hope Barbara is feeling all right again. I shall write as soon as we get back from
Camptown early next week.

[ have been painting the kitchen and pantry and it looks wonderful. It has been a
long hard job, but today is the end of the painting.

The garden is fine, but late. We are eating broccoli, beans, cucumbers, tomatoes,
beets and onions and corn is earing. We haven’t had one worm on the broccoli, due
to using rotenone.

[ won’t write more now, for I have jobs to do.

Love Mother
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Elmore Viewed

Test of Bomb

Montour Falls — William Cronk
Elmore, son of Mrs, Grace Elmore
of Montour Falls, worked for two
years on “the secret of Los

*lamge” the atomic bomb, the
deadliest weapon
in history. Dr.
Elmore said: “The
test shot was tre-
mendously excit-
ing. I was out-
side the shelter at|
a distance of
gix miles and saw
the affair., The
huge effort which|
had been put into/
he entire develop-
. ment has paid

rlatore off” Dr. Eimore
' graduated at Lehigh University, did
.| research work at Yale and Mauass-
achusetts Institute of Technology,
and was loaned by Swarthmore
College to the government to work
on this project.
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Los Aleamos
August £5, 1u4b

Dear Families,

The lest couple of weeks hsve been so exciting that I
don't Xnow whether 1'm coming or going. Lkveryone up here just
went wild when the news came that one of our atomic bombs had
been droped,- sand then with the end of the war coming so wuickly
it seemed as if we couldn't get any more excited, but we did.
The exeitement wes at it's height when we left on outr trip. 1
haed 2 wild time getting ready as there were no maids on the hill
for several days, btut we &ll finelly got off early rfriday morning
and'headed for Gellup. Ve were kind of wprried about the gas
situetion as of course we had the coupons &ll saved up, end
when gas retioning wes suddenly lifte@® we were afreid stations
would be all out of gas. However we hed no trouble theeq and
we got into Gallup in time for dinner that’night. we hed res-
ervetions at the swankiest motor court in Gallup, tho we did
have some trouble getting food in resteurents. The Indian
ceremonial was interesting, tho nothing I'd ever wunt to see
agein particularly. e visited all the trading posts wnd the
big exhibition hall,- I expected to see Indians selliing stufl

for ssale

on their own, but almost everything was in the stores, and not
very cheap at that. The rest of our party bought rugs, but we
didn't see any we liked better that the one we bought in sSente
Fe & few months &go. I bought a lesther purse and &« few minoe
things end thet's all. We all wemt to the rodeo the first after
noon &nd the rest of them went to the Indisn dances in the
evening while I stayed with M.L. I thénk Uary wes pretty good
considering the heat and crouds and weiting so much for meals.

I bought her a nick2d's worth of Mexican jumping beans the first
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day end thejkept her fascineted the whole tize we were there.

Ve left .londay morning for lesa Verde. It was & lomng hot trip
across the desert, but it was well worth it when we got there,
That is one place you must g0 to some deye The road winds for
£0 miles from the highway up on to the .esa where the park head-
quarters are, The cliff dwellings are very different from those
around here,- the canyons are full of huge over hanging leages,
and under each one is a whole villiage of stone houses. we

went on several of the guilded tours and then toock one 6 aile
hike by ourselves. The head of the pari service, a .r. Husgbauu
ettached himself to up, probadbly because we had such a celebrity
as Fermi with us, and toolk us on all kinds of extre trips and
gsat for hours telling us anécdotes and stories. we stayed for
one extre day we were having so mueh fun (three days in all),-
We camped out eall the time in one of the nicest public canmp
grounds I've geen yet. They also hed cute little house seeping
cebins, and & mein lodge where we ate one meal, .r, Lusbaua

has & lovely house on the very edge of the cliff, end he had

us over several times for drinkse., Before we left he got us all
excited about going up farther Horth to the high mountuains

{ the Ia Platte and the lieedle .ountuins) and even telephoned

to the heed >f a big gold mine in Silverton, & friend of his,

to get us pernission to go dp into the mine. Those next two
deys were the most thrilling of the whole trip,- we drove through
the most spectacular country full of great high jagged peaxe
from 12 to 14 thousand feet high, most of them are colored
bright red from the iron ore and also partially covered with
gnow, FIrom Ourey we went over thig million dollar highwuy that
goes up over 11,0060 ft. througgﬁ pass to Silverton. Driving
towerd this mine we were gaéing to visit, we were kind oI aéast
to see the cable car with the ore buckets (which looked rédicule
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ously small) going from the main buildings of the mine across
e deep gorge and almost out of sight up to the top of one of
these gagzed peseks. .r. Chase the head of the mine was expect-
ing us and after we hed signed relecses, éscorted us in the
buckets tp to the mine. That was serteinly the most exciting
trip I've ever made,- It took twenty minutes to make the trip,
and we got the most breathtaking views immagineble. iundred
foot pines looked like little shrubs the were so far bedow. o5ill
absolutely refused to take ..L., tho it was obviously no wmore
dangerous for & child then for an adult,- two or three people
could sit comfortably in each bucket. rowever after I reasched
the mine uMr. Chese said thet there had been s telephone cell
from the base that Bill end %.L. were coming up sfter all., It
wes good he did,- I would have felt terribly if he'd missed it,
es we went all through thé mine and saw all the erushers eand
mnaciine shops and ofrices that are in"the wine itselr, anq then
we hed dinner in the miners dinging room which is slao in’éﬁé
mine. It was getting kind of léte when we' got back down and
we hed no place picked to camp that night'so #4r. Chase callied
the head of the power company and got us permission to camp at
&hete private lake. It was derk when we finally got there so
they even geve us & cebin to sleep in. It was & lovely lake,
and 2ill and arico got up early and went fishing,- didn't
catch anything though. uwe drove home the next day acress the
desert apd over our buck mountasins. fThe last bit wes hot and
dusty and we were glad to get back.

We thought that when we &0t buck that éverything would
be settled ebout the fate of the broject,~- howewer it wasn't,
and now it looks as if we will be staying til the mew year any-

wey as Bill has to help write some of the twenty volumes or so
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