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Tuesday	May	16,	1944	
	
Dear	Mother,	
	
Barbara’s	letter	didn’t	get	mailed	before	we	left	for	fishing	on	Monday,	May	15,	
which	opens	the	season	here.		Two	other	men	and	I	left	at	6am.		The	wives	left	at	
8am	in	a	second	car.		We	drove	into	Valle	Grande	and	parked	at	Los	Conshas	camp	
ground	and	started	in	shortly	after	seven	AM,	using	worms.		The	streams,	not	as	big	
as	Catherine’s	creek	was	swollen	by	recent	rains	and	quite	muddy.		No	one	caught	
many;	I	landed	a	9	½	inch	rainbow	in	the	first	half	hour,	and	took	the	rest	of	the	day	
to	get	two	more	just	over	the	limit	of	7	inches.		I	threw	back	about	eight,	which	were	
too	small.		Barbie	only	caught	one	and	was	rather	disgusted.		Other	people	who	went	
to	Frijoles	Canyon	caught	their	limit.		We	may	go	there	next	Sunday.	
	
Barbara	wants	to	know	if	you	have	an	electric	plate	(single)	which	you	don’t	use,	or	
does	Eleanor	have	it.		Seems	as	though	I	remember	one.		Our	two	burner	is	enough	
for	us	most	of	the	time,	but	since	it	will	be	too	hot	this	summer	to	light	the	oil	burner	
range	for	company	we	would	like	to	get	an	additional	singe	hot	plate.	
	
Love	Bill	
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Handwritten addendum to June 7, 1944 

 

I have little Margie age 2 for the day today while her parents (they live downstairs) go to Sante Fe.  

Gosh, she sure is cute.  However, she cetrtainly doesn’t give me much peace. 

Hope the garden’s coming fine and that you are well.  We’re sending a present to E. [Eleanor] 2 M.F. 

[Montour Falls].  I hope she is home by then.  I was afraid it would miss her in E. town  [Elizabethtown] 

 

Love 

Barbara 
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December	17,	1944	
	
Dear	Mother,	
	
Barbara	seems	to	do	all	the	writing	in	our	family.		I	guess	I	haven’t	written	a	letter	in	
the	past	9	months.		With	Christmas	coming	in	a	few	days,	I	shall	try	my	hand	at	it.	
	
Last	night	we	went	to	the	square	dance	that	occurs	every	other	Saturday,	and	to	
which	we	usually	go.		This	morning	Barbie	got	up	earlier	than	I	to	go	skiing	with	
some	friend;	later	Mary‐Leigh	and	I	will	drive	to	the	ski	slope	and	we	shall	all	try	to	
find	a	small	Christmas	tree,	some	variety	of	long	leaf	Western	pine.		Mary	has	made	
from	construction	paper	chains	and	other	ornaments	with	which	to	decorate	it.		We	
also	have	some	bright	metal	turnings	from	the	dump	heap,	which	look	like	good	
ornaments.	
	
Christmas	weekend,	we	are	invited	to	dinner	Saturday	evening,	followed	by	a	party	
given	by	one	of	the	groups.		Sunday	we	are	going	to	an	eggnog	party	in	the	
afternoon,	and	then	six	or	eight	couples	are	coming	to	our	apartment	for	a	sort	of	
potluck	supper.		We	had	a	meeting	and	drew	names	for	dollar	presents,	and	decided	
what	sort	of	dish	each	would	bring.		After	the	supper	we	shall	go	out	and	sing	
Christmas	carols.		For	Christmas	dinner	we	are	going	to	some	friends.	
	
We	haven’t	done	very	much	for	Christmas.		Barbie	has	been	making	some	silver‐
copper	jewelry	for	small	gifts,	and	some	Chimayo	jackets	which	you	will	see.		We	got	
some	Indian	pottery	from	Marie.		I	am	not	sure	where	it	is	going.	
	
My	work,	which	is	very	interesting,	keeps	me	very	busy.		Usually	on	Sunday	we	get	
out	in	the	fresh	air	for	a	hike	or	picnic.		A	couple	of	weeks	ago	there	was	a	fairly	
heavy	snow,	but	it	is	all	gone	where	the	sun	has	hit	it.		The	climate	is	certainly	
annoying,	with	very	cold	nights,	but	very	clear	days	which	are	warm	in	the	hot	sun.		
The	cloud	effects	are	striking,	very	rarely	are	there	“grey	days”	here.		The	billowy	
clouds	are	usually	set	in	an	intensely	blue	sky.	
	
Our	garden	didn’t	amount	to	much.		Evidently	one	can’t	grow	tomatoes	at	this	
elevation.		The	best	crops	are	what	the	Indians	used	to	raise,	and	still	do,	I	expect	–	
corn,	beans	and	squash.		Cool	weather	crops,	lettuce,	cabbage	cauliflower,	etc,	also	
do	well.		I	don’t	know	whether	we’ll	try	again	next	summer.	
	
Recently	we	discovered	in	a	store	some	army	re‐claimed,	down	sleeping	bags,	the	
sort	they	must	use	in	Alaska	or	the	Aleutians	(sp?),	so	we	bought	two	for	camping	
trips	next	summer.		Our	AMC	bags	are	not	heavy	enough	for	the	cool	nights,	
especially	in	spring	and	fall.		Only	one	night	last	summer	did	we	sleep	without	a	
blanket,	although	it	must	get	to	90	or	100	during	the	day.	
	
The	scenery	in	this	part	of	New	Mexico	is	striking,	as	you	no	doubt	can	judge	from	
the	Kodachrome	slides.		I	have	another	roll	nearly	all	exposed,	but	that	is	my	last,	so	



I	am	glad	you	found	a	roll	in	Montour	falls.		We	have	been	able	to	get	indoor	
Kodachrome,	but	I	haven’t	tried	any.		I	have	no	equipment	with	me	for	developing	
black	and	whites,	or	rather	for	printing	it.		We	still	haven’t	taken	any	pictures	other	
than	Kodachrome	of	Mary‐Leigh.	
	
We	have	all	been	well,	except	for	colds,	which	take	longer	to	disappear	here	than	in	
the	East.		Barbara’s	hay	fever	has	practically	gone	here.	
	
I	am	enclosing	a	check	for	your	Christmas	present.		It	is	too	bad	that	we	are	so	far	
away.		Although	we	are	now	permitted	to	visit	relatives,	it	would	be	too	much	of	an	
expense	to	go	east	for	only	a	week	or	two.		
	
I	hope	you	and	Tis	have	a	nice	Christmas	at	home.		It	is	certainly	great	that	she	is	
now	so	near	to	Montour	falls.		Merry	Christmas,	Bill	
	
PS.	Mary‐Leigh	drew	the	enclosed	picture	for	you.		The	two	boxes	have	come,	such	a	
collection	of	presents!		Barbara	has	sent	off	a	package	to	you.		Bill	
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February	18,	1945	
	
Dear	Mother,	
	
Happy	Birthday!		I	hadn’t	forgotten,	but	as	usual	I’m	late.		This	week	seems	to	have	
been	unusually	hectic	with	one	thing	after	another	to	do.		We’ve	had	an	invitation	to	
dinner	and	three	parties	and	on	Thursday	I	was	in	Santa	Fe	for	the	day.		However,	in	
my	off	moments	I’ve	been	making	you	a	silver	ornament	for	a	comb.		I	thought	
perhaps	you	could	wear	it	on	the	side	or	in	the	bun	behind.		However,	if	it	just	
doesn’t	look	right	in	your	hair,	just	give	it	away	to	someone	who	can	wear	it	and	I’ll	
make	you	something	else	sometime.		I	have	yet	to	buff	it,	so	it	probably	won’t	arrive	
before	next	week.		I	feel	dreadfully	to	be	so	late	with	birthday	greetings.		I	seem	to	
be	late	with	everything	these	days.	
	
I	am	so	sorry	my	last	letters	were	so	far	apart.		I	had	no	idea	it	had	been	that	long.		
I’m	always	making	resolutions	about	writing	more	often.	
	
We	hope	you	had	a	very	happy	birthday,	and	that	we	could	have	been	there	to	help	
you	enjoy	it.	
	
Lots	of	love,	
	
Barbara		
	
PS	ML	loved	the	valentines	but	never	stuck	to	them	long	enough	to	finish	them,	or	
rather	she	got	sidetracked	playing	house	with	all	the	parts.		Also,	I	didn’t	get	much	
time	to	help	her.	
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Hand	written	addendum	to	BPE	letter	from	March	18,	1945		
	
Now	that	I’ve	finished	the	carbon	part	of	this	letter,	I	want	to	thank	you	so	much,	
though	a	little	late,	for	the	lovely	tablecloth	you	sent	for	my	birthday.		I’ll	certainly	
use	it	a	lot.	Also,	ML’s	skirt	arrived	a	few	days	ago.		It	fits	her	perfectly	and	she’s	
crazy	about	it.		Thanks	so	much	for	bothering	to	make	it.		I	hope	you	haven’t	
wondered	where	the	comb	is	I	said	I	was	sending.		I	went	and	broke	the	stone	as	I	
was	setting	it,	so	I	had	to	wait	until	yesterday	when	I	was	in	Santa	Fe	to	get	another	
that	fit.		The	Indian	silversmith	had	it	all	set	for	me	before	I	could	turn	around	and	
he	kind	of	messed	it	up,	however	I	shall	not	fuss	over	it	any	more,	hope	you	can	use	
it.	
	
Mike	and	his	wife	showed	up	at	the	Square	dance	last	Saturday	and	seemed	to	have	
a	good	time.	
	
Well,	I	got	to	get	some	sleep.		Hope	you’re	all	well	
	
Love	Barbara	
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Addendum	to	BPE	letter	dated	April	16,	1945	
	
We	envy	you	your	garden;	we	aren’t	going	to	bother	with	one	this	y	ear.		It	just	
doesn’t	pay	up	here,	and	this	year	the	water	will	be	scarce	too.	
	
I’m	glad	Eleanor	gets	back	often.		What	are	her	plans	about	getting	married?	
	
I	certainly	never	knew	that	your	hair	was	short.		It	wasn’t	cut	when	we	saw	you	last	
was	it?		If	so	I	have	a	terrible	memory.		I’m	glad	you	like	the	comb,	though	I	messed	
up	the	setting	terribly.		I	haven’t	had	a	chance	to	do	any	metal	work	lately.		It’s	all	I	
can	do	to	barely	keep	up	with	the	sewing.			
	
I	hope	you’re	all	keeping	as	well	as	we	are.	
	
Lots	of	love,	Barbara	
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August	7,	1945	
	
Dear	Mother,	
	
You	must	have	been	excited	when	you	heard	the	news	yesterday,	with	the	mention	
of	Santa	Fe.		I	knew	the	dropping	of	the	atomic	bomb	was	due	any	day	and	had	been	
listening	for	news	of	it	every	time	I	got	near	a	radio.			Monday	I	got	up	late,	having	
slept	the	clock	around,	and	picked	up	word	of	it	at	10	AM.		They	announced	it	over	
the	P.A.	(public	address)	system	when	word	first	came	over	the	radio,	but	I	was	not	
on	hand	to	hear	it.		Since	then	everyone	has	been	clinging	to	radios	to	hear	all	the	
blah	of	the	radio	commentators.		The	news	had	been	handled	very	well.	
	
The	test	shot,	which	has	been	described	in	the	papers,	was	very	exciting.		I	was	
outside	the	shelter	at	10,000	yards	(6	miles)	and	saw	the	entire	affair.		The	trip	I	
was	on,	which	Barbara	mentioned	in	a	letter	a	while	back,	was	for	this	test.	
	
The	tremendous	effort	which	has	gone	into	the	entire	development	has	at	last	paid	
off.		It	really	was	the	biggest	scientific	gamble	in	the	history	of	the	world,	as	
President	Truman	has	said.		No	one	really	knew	until	after	the	test	just	how	
successful	the	bomb	would	turn	out	to	be.		After	the	test,	and	all	the	shouting	was	
over,	we	went	back	to	camp	and	passed	bottles	around	before	breakfast!		Then	we	
headed	back	to	Los	Alamos,	our	“city	of	6,000”	according	to	newspaper	accounts.		I	
was	up	43	hours	with	no	sleep!	
	
You	might	save	clippings	from	newspapers	and	send	up,	especially	the	NY	Times.		
We	managed	to	get	one	copy	of	the	Santa	Fe	paper	and	its	front	page	is	choice.		You	
see	we	must	be	the	3rd	largest	city	in	N.	Mex.	Or	maybe	larger,	yet	people	in	S.	F.	
could	not	even	recognize	our	existence	except	in	“whispers”.		We	lived	in	a	“vacuum”	
according	to	the	newspapers	account.		They	called	the	bomb	the	“Los	Alamos	
Bomb”.			
	
Next	week	we	are	going	on	a	vacation	trip,	which	I	believe	Barbara	has	described.		
With	us,	are	going	the	Fermi’s.		Mr.	Fermi	the	radio	described	as	“one	of	the	world’s	
most	distinguished	physicists”	which	is	probably	true.		We	shall	see	the	Gallup	
Indian	Festival,	then	camp	at	Mesa	Verde	and	at	Chaco	Canyon.		The	trip	will	take	a	
week,	about	800	miles.		We	are	pooling	our	B‐rations	for	the	trip.		We	are	now	
allowed	15	coupons	for	a	3	month	period,	besides	our	A	coupons.	
	
I	don’t	know	when	we	shall	get	back	East,	but	it	may	not	be	until	next	summer.		
Barbara	would	like	to	stay	until	after	her	baby	is	born	in	December.		It	would	be	nice	
to	be	able	to	take	a	trip	through	the	west	on	the	way	home,	provided	enough	gas	is	
available	by	next	spring.		Then	we	would	have	the	rest	of	the	summer	for	a	good	
vacation	with	you	and	with	the	Page’s.	
	
I	enjoy	seeing	the	Watkins	paper	and	reading	about	local	affairs.		I	still	seem	to	know	
lots	of	the	people	mentioned.		Hugh	is	certainly	seeing	the	world!	
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Grace	C.	Elmore	
Montour	Falls	
New	York	
	
Wednesday,	August	8,	1945	
	
Dear	Bill,	
	
As	you	can	imagine	we	were	all	excited	to	hear	and	read	about	the	atomic	bomb,	
(Auntie	May	is	here	for	a	few	days	and	we	are	all	going	to	Camptown	Friday),	and	
we	all	hung	over	the	radio,	and	discussed	what	we	read	in	yesterday	Times.		It	gave	
me	a	queer	feeling	to	read	a	description	of	the	Post	in	the	paper	after	wondering	
about	it	for	nearly	2	years.			
	
We	are	tremendously	interested	and	read	every	thing	we	can	get	hold	of.		I	am	
sending	yesterday’s	Times	for	I	thought	you	might	be	interested	to	see	how	they	
handled	the	big	news.		We	are	wondering	if	you	were	present	when	the	test	was	
made	in	Southern	N.M.		I	hope	no.		The	whole	thing	scares	me	to	death.		If	there	is	
any	thing	you	can	tell	me,	do	write.		People	keep	asking	me	questions,	and	I	only	
know	what	I	read	in	the	papers.	
	
I	hope	Barbara	is	feeling	all	right	again.		I	shall	write	as	soon	as	we	get	back	from	
Camptown	early	next	week.	
	
I	have	been	painting	the	kitchen	and	pantry	and	it	looks	wonderful.		It	has	been	a	
long	hard	job,	but	today	is	the	end	of	the	painting.	
	
The	garden	is	fine,	but	late.		We	are	eating	broccoli,	beans,	cucumbers,	tomatoes,	
beets	and	onions	and	corn	is	earing.		We	haven’t	had	one	worm	on	the	broccoli,	due	
to	using	rotenone.		
	
I	won’t	write	more	now,	for	I	have	jobs	to	do.	
	
Love	Mother	
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