abput the work here. It still isn't definate though so we can't
meke eny plans. 1 do hope thet @ard 1 wrote didn't get your
hopes up about our coming home right awey,- I thought I szid

we might not we would. ©5ill is getuiing some ofiers from other
uni;:;;;;ies teo, so we will want to consider those too.

Kight now I'm deep in preparctions for & big paerty 1'm
giving Thursday evenigg for 5ill and Ginny wilsen who rare leav-
ing in a few deys. I have about forty people uasxed ena 1'm
usiné the Bradner's apartment in our same building, toc. un-
fortunately warge Bradnqr is in the hospital with & new baby,

80 I'm all on my own. 1 cooked & turxey to have cold and have

mede ell] kinds of spresds for crazckers,- and then ofcourse lots

of liequer. 1t's the first perty ol thet sort thet I've ever

given, and I hope it turns out o.lk.

+.L. starts in school on the 3rd,- it wekes ue leel so old
wmbohave hew-in Pivey srede,

——— ————
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Addendum to letter from August 25, 1945

Thanks so much for all the clippings, Mother and Eleanor. We're saving them all for
our grand children. That Santa Fe paper we sent you was a reprint as they left out
the couple of middle pages.

We had dinner down at Miss Warners (the lady who runs a kind of exclusive
restaurant (she serves dinners there twice a week and is booked up 6 months in
advance!) half way to Santa Fe — and she had corn on the cob from her garden! It
the first we’'ve had and did it ever taste good! I can’t begin to think of you having all
you can eat - [ just crave it!

So long for now, Barbara

PS I can’t think of any girl’s names if this baby turns out to be female, so start
thinking!
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August 20, 1945
Dear Mother and Eleanor,

We're off on our vacation at last with the war all over and all the gas we can use and no work to think
about, it’s really swell. We're in Gallup now- at this dandy motor court — seeing the Indian festival —
Monday we’ll leave for Mesa Verde in Colorado. Bill is thinking strongly of coming home next month —
SO we may see you soon. Least that was the case when we left Los Alamos, nothing was definite yet.

Lots of Love,

Barbie



Los Alamos
Sept. ££,1945
Dear .other and kleanor,

There's nothing like gétting presents cn other peoples
birthdeys. Bill was sertainly pkressed with his tie ana shirt,
but lary and 1 were overwhelmed with our unexpected presents.
lary-Leigh sat down and had the Slotties put together in ten
minutes flat, I'm sure it would have taken me longer to i1igure
them sut. Thanks Jjust ever so much for knitting me the baby
sweater, sleanor,- gosh, it's the first thing I have for this
baby! I've got to get busy and send for what's left of .ary-
Leigh's baby things, and then see if 1 can bypy whet else 1 need,
I bought some lovely pale green baby yarn e while buek with the
idea that I'd struggle through a sweater or something fot the
baby, but I vowed 1'd get these sleeves knitted for another
chimsyo jmcket like yslrs, first, 8o Lord knows if I'll ever
get to the tiny germents. If you have any time hanging heavy
on vour hands and feel like playing eround with the baby yern,
I could send it to you, othervise I'll probably work om it while
I'm in the hospitel. I've been meking more jewelry lately, so
perhape we could make a deal if you'd like ang more ear rings
or anything.

farewell

Did I-tell you about the bigAp&rty we guve for Bill and
Ginny Wilson the week after we got beck from wallup? e head
about 40 people crammed into this epartment, elthough we had
the use of the apertment next door two, which nsone used uch.
I served cold turkey and lots of sendwich spreads, and Bill
mede whiskey snd sodss and rum# and cokes. about half the ¢
people left a2t midnight and the rest got sturted playing murder
and generully teasaring the place up, and Tfinally lecft at sbout

3:30 am, I've mever given a perty like that before end 1 don't
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think 1'm likely to ag-in for & long time.

The following Bundey we went down to the annual fiesta in
Santae Fe. It wasn't much difrerent from a big Iair except for
the Indians sitting along the :laze with stuff to sell and a
big torchlight afiair in the evening when they burned tne el.igy
of :1d man trouble. lary-ieigh started schocol the day after
Labor day, and seems to be enjoying it a lot except that 1 can't
seec thet she's lecrning much. YWe still have & horrible hour
end & half in the morning getting her off th school con time,

I find that other mothers have the same trouble so 1 don't

feel so badly now,- I subpose she'll out grow it. I went down
to Senta Fe the following Sat to shop and took ... whth me,
mostly to have her picture taken. Lowever as I expected she
wouldn't hold still and look natural so they didn't come out
very well, 1 have to buy twelve anywey so you'll receive yours
one of these deys (L've ,ust sent buck the pro.is so it may be
a week of so.)

last weekend we went on & little camping trip all by our
selves and had 2 wonderful time, e fished &ll day Sunday
(Bill's birthday) eand came home dead tired with about ¢ fish
renging from 6 to ¢ in. Now thht the ratisning's offi we can
go &s far off as we have time for. we may go explore some
Cakcite mines this Sunday that are ofi the way to lases.

Z g L& LT
o

We've had & full week this week,- we had a felloﬁ;bver to
dinner on Tuesday, Viednesday we took ten people dowm to ..iss
Warners for dimner and hed them here afterwards, l‘hursday I
gave a talk ofi wetzl work for the wesa Club, a sort of womens
elub up here, rriday we were asked to dinner at the srgo's
(Harold and 'Mery) as & sort of farewell for the sSkaggs (Kuth

and Iester who used to live downstuirs in this apartment) and

the Isirbunks (the ones who came from Yale and are now going
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baeck there). Tonight the British lission (all the wsnglish
scientists up here) ame giving a big party in ruller Lodge for,
I imagine,several hundred people. 5o far next week seeas 19
celm and uncluttered,- but something will dprobcebly turn up.

e plen to lesve next Sat. for Colorado to visit sAunt darie and
also the FPeobody's, who are old friends oI .umay's. e figured
that we wouldn't get e cheance to tuke & trip up there on our
way home if we lesve in Februnary, so now would be the best time
to do it.

e may not get back til next spring, as the c.llege doemn't
want us in the middale of the yeer as they have to get soueone to
replece Bill for the whole year. 1In spite of quite & few other
offers I imagine we'll definately go back to Swarthmore. Bill
hed a letter from winthrop wright the other day saying thut he
end Rbth had bought & farm in Nev Hampshire and nhe planned to
retire in three years,_uhieh means that Bill will probably be
made hesd of the department then. (Naturally this im uwnofricial
now). The -mly thing I dread is living in the viecinity of
Philadelphia, and perhaps getting my asthme back.

Toor 2ld Eli got sicker and sicier, and the Vet said tuere
was no chance of his getting completely wekl, so we Ifinally
decided that it would be better to have him but to sleep.

In one of Mumny's last letters she says that Tiornton has
received the Legion of lerit iledal,- ke osught to have enough
points to get out of the Navy now, but evidently he doesn't
expect to get home until next spring. .umny and Daddy heve
been up at Blue Gates agsin withthe Zeleny's. 1 hope .dumuy
takes it a little easier now thet the wnglish chit*dren are
gone, They ere planning to take & léng vacation next spring

and summer which will be good for them. If it weren't for tie
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beby we'd get you and Lleanor to come out here and tuke & tour
of the West with us before we come home. Wwe might be able to
do something even so’if I'm able to nurse the baby &s long as
I did-¥.I.. and if something could be dome about diaspers.

I've been leading & lezy life with a girl to clean and %
iron two half days a week. It's memt I have had more time to
sew and meke jewelry and read., I just finished & maternity
jumper yesterday,- I look like & mountain in it, but it's com-
fortatle anyway. 1 bought two matching tourquoises in wallup

and I've made some stunning dangle earrings out of them.

Uy next project is really Bill's birthdey present,- *ﬁﬁg"kjyl
silver buckid and end tab for a leather belt. & JSEL ’ t
friend of ours bought a beauty in Gallup and I'm Z b ‘}zb‘;w
going to more or less copy his.

well,I've promised Mary-Leigh to go over to the PX to get
an 1né;§réa m‘céne, and she's pestering Qe to hurry.
S0 long for now and be good,

OC;];?M;

£;¢J§44.
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oetober 10th., 1745

Decer .other and Eleanom,

we got home from our trip Sunday and found your letters
waiting for us,- nothing like lots of mail to make you. gled to
get home. we had & wonderful week in volorado,~- the day we left
was snowy and cold so we missed some lovely vieus'going OVET &
mountzin pass to iueblo. The reads were bad and we were all
pretty exheusted when we finally got to the reobodj's after darx.,
lowever, our stey there more than made up for it,- they are per-
fectly deligntiul people, with the most adorable adobe rench
house and a 200C ache# rench. Bill seemed extreuely interested
in talking to \r. Peobody about the ranch,- evidently he has a
tenant fermer to run it who gets s percentage of the prorits.
They raise su-ar beets, cantaulope, and alfalfs and fatten sheep
for the market. Le himself has a small farm around his house and
a hired man to help with a few sheep and chic.ens, a Jersey cow
and 2 horse. Boy, was that milk ever gond,- it was about as thick
a8 the corfee cream we get here, and mream you had to serve with
a spoon. «e& had their own lamb chops and egg;\tuo. LVen .ol
felt completely &t home and was extremely good considering her
temperment. We stayed one day and two nights and left .onduay
morning for Grand lake. The weather was glorious that day and
we went up through Cologado Springs and Lenver and over the LBer-
thoud pass¥, where there were several feet of snow beside the
roed. Aunt Yarie was still stuying at her Gottage at uramd Lake
although it wes really winter there. oshe has beem tiking care
of this little 8 year old toy, licky, for the sumuer,- und as s he
couldn't find a good boarding school for him has been seading Lim

to the publie school in Grend lake. I don't see¢ how she ever

mansges there with no heat except the ritchen stove and only cold
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running water and & suthouse., Luring the middle of the day it
was warm enough, but at night and in the early morning it wes
pretty cold. e ate ou® evening meals out so if wes a little
easier for funt .arie, .&ary had & wonderful time with Nieky,-
goodnes:, if we ever thought .i.L. wes bad this little boy wes

ten times worse. 1 think ...L. was so fascineted wutching him thut
she couldn't think of anything bed to do! e went on a lew pic-
nies and drives end just lszed around in ﬁhe sun. 1t was Iun
sitting ar-und the fire in the evening and lalking with aunt 4
Marie,- she certaeinly is an ameging herson, with & very alebt

and interesting mind.

1 had had my *ﬁisrget on our driving over the wnstes rark
mountiin pass, but until the day beiore vwe left it w.s closed
because of storms. Iowever they finslly put & snow plow through
and we were able to drive over it the day we left. 1 do so Lope
you will be able to drive over it ton soune aay,- l'could never
describe the glorious views, you go up over 1lec,500 ft. almost
to the tops of the mountauins and ofeoumse way above tree line.
There wes snow everywhere and the most dez.ling blue sxy and
sunshine. L5ill took lots of pietures which you will see¢ souwe
day. Ve got to Boulder in time for lunch and then spent an hour
or 82 looking at the University of Colorzdo campus at Bbulder.
I've never seen & more beautiful campus,- zowever 1 guess the
Physics Lept. isn't much, under staffed and no money for equip-
ment. It looks pretty ceetein that we will come buex to swarth-
more. There was a letter wsiting for us when we got tacx fTou
Pres. Nason reising Bill to associate prof. &nd giving him wu
salary of (4500 and also making it fairly certein that he wil.
be made hesd of the dept. in & few yeurs when .inthrop retires.

That looks pretty good even though the new Luelear Institute at
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Chicago _niversity is offering him §5500. Ther would be no %
teaching there and Bill would never have much chunce Ior edveance-
ment whth so many big bugs at the top,- besides who wants to
live in Chicago?
we shopred in Tenver for a Iew hours on eaur wuy through,
though I didn't have mueh luck. «e found one pres:zure saucepan
and almost tought it for you for Christmam. Lowever it was one
of the aluninum ones and 1 think the stainless steel unes are
much petter so we didn't get it. If I'd only kuown yo. really
_ wanted one I1'd have gotten it snayway. we got home Lundey eltver-
noon a little tired and glad to get houme gsgein. I don't rind
driving as comfortsble as I did on our Gallup trip,- 1 ache all
over after many h»ours »f sitting still.
sweater Ifor (.L. sounds swell,- 1'll send her measurements
es soon as I can tie her dovn to get them, she's in schliool ri.nt
now. .t seems to me thual yo. have enoush :nitiing uncerway
elready without sterting on ay green yuin,- 1'11 wait & while and
see if 1 can't get to it myselt.
Ry the wey, don't get Bill any more unsanforized shirts,-
the last one shrank down to my size as well &s the first, and
1 can't use any uwore! e hunteu ali over semver and Iinally
found one sanforized shirt, so he ought to be able to get along
for « while.
14 better stop now and get t» the comaissary before it's

crouded,

o o Mtane,
T 0

r\:'a-«_z-(ﬁ—‘-\
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PO Box 1663
Santa Fe, N Mex
Oct 18, 1945

Dear Mother,

A couple of us are coming east to visit M.I.T., leaving here Sunday. I find I can spend
two days in M.F., and hope to arrive in Ithaca on the Black Diamond from Buffalo,
and around 1 PM in the afternoon, on Tuesday October 23. I think there is a bus to
Watkins Glen around supper time. Maybe E could pick me up after school, or you
have some friend who wouldn’t mind driving to Ithaca for me. My reservation from
Chicago to Buffalo has not come through, yet, so I'll telegraph, confirming the above,
or reporting any changes.

[ shall leave Friday for Swarthmore, go to the Pages Sat. afternoon, spend Sunday
there and go to Boston Monday morning October 29. The other man has business in

Washington, and will probably meet me again in New Haven.

[ hope this letter will reach you in time. If not, the telegram will have the pertinent
data.

Love, Bill



Lo8 slanos, i
Oétober actia,
Dear lother and evsrybody,-

73ill must have come und gone by this time,- 1 do hope lLe
didn't have t» spend too much time getting there so thcet you
could heve a nice visit. Gosh, I sure wish 1 could have tuken
this trip with him! I cen't wait for him to get back snd tell
me «ll the news,

I'11 aale this » short setter as Bill hus probubly toia jyouo
everything of interest thhAt we've been doing,- and 1 certuinly
heven't ‘one mucl since hLe's been gone. 1 wil: et Moo.'s weas-
urements first thing tomorrow,- I thins & pull o€ver would ble
nice for a chenge,- can it be awde with o neck that buttons at
either side so that the necl doesn't loox tou big? as far es tue
green ysrn whieh 1 hope Eill remeab.red to give you,- 1 doun't
think there's enough Ior 2ore then o sweater, any style woula be
swell, tho if it's a pull over make it with buttons &t side ul
necr os ghove. I think & 1 year size is better then to> smull
e size. 4 wool pleid skirt for ...l1. s>unds wounderful,- I'll
send tre measurements for th:t too. Low about amzking it a
jumper instead as sne mwiways has Lrouble =eceping rer suirts
tueked in. I just mede her one osut of an 21d red sxirt of wusr-
gle's, so 1'1l]l send you. the pattern 1 used Ifor the top and tien
you can put a nlein g thered or plected sritt on it.

Yould you send wme sometime Eleanor's we ist mewsure and
length of skirt. There hLus been & lot of tiis uuadsaslon.t,
cloth in Sante ke thot mnures lovely s<itts ana 1 thousht she'd

like one Lor X-mes,
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Sunday [based on envelope mailing date, November 4, 1945]
Dear Mother,

As you can gather, | am now en route back to Los Alamos. There are four of us in the
two bedrooms regularly assigned to the project on the Sunday train. We get into
Lamy [New Mexico] at 2:00 PM tomorrow, just 48 hours after leaving Boston.

[ spent last Sunday with the Pages and saw Hank Forsyth and his wife Saturday
evening at the Zeleny’s. They happened to be visiting the Rockwell’s over the
weekend, and were at the Zeleny’s for dinner. Hank is getting along fine in his work,
but is more hard of hearing. Mr. Page looked the best I've ever seen him; Mrs. Page
appeared older.

[ showed them some of the pictures, which they enjoyed. They will probably take a
trip west next spring and we shall see them then.

This train is certainly the best I've ever seen. I am now in the observation car at the
end of the train. It has easy chairs and lots of window space. At one end is a desk
where I am writing. We have with us a physicist from MIT who will visit Los Alamos
for a couple of days. The other man is a young army doctor from the Post.

[ called up Dolly and Aunt Emily while in Chicago and had a short chat. Perhaps we
will be driving past Camptown next summer and can stop to say hello.

The visit at MIT proved to be very profitable, and the men there were very
cooperative. I stayed in Lexington at the Kaufmann’s. Sat. morning Al got up early
to prepare to kill one of his pigs. He has had 3 this year, and freezes part of the
meat, salting and smoking the hams, bacon, etc. They also make sausage! I had
some of his home cured bacon and it was better than store bacon. Also had goat
chops, from one of his 2 goats. They were quite good.

[ enjoyed my short visit with you, and am glad that [ saw Eleanor and Auntie May.
Next summer I hope to take a couple of months vacation and will spend several

weeks in M.F. I hope that the baby won’t be any more trouble than Mary-Leigh was.

Boston was very hot and humid yesterday. Chicago was cold and bitter, the little we
saw of it while changing trains.

My writing is not so hot, even though the train is really quite smooth. It goes along
at quite a clip but jerks once in a while.

One of the other men wants to write a letter so I'll sign off.

Love Bill



108 Alamos, N.,uex.
Sunday, Dec., Sthl
1445
Dear Yother,

I don't know why I ncver seem to get sny bettér ebout writing,
Maybe it's because I don't have much to way except 1 wish this
baby would bhurry up ¥md come. I was so sure it sas on it's way
the other d:y that I got into & frenzy .f mending end getting
things fixeda up t- leeve, which proha’ly made meé &l the more ¥

wdiTed andosren uore Suig, blel Lb hes, Gening.  Allve been hoving
guite violent cnntruetiuna for some time now ana when I'm tirea
they come as nften &m every 5 minutes. Also the buby hus dei-
inately dropped and all my veins ache from the added pressure.
However, the doctor still seys Januery,- thougk I don't see how
I can wait thst long. We're off on & hike and picniec toduy
so perheps that will hurry things up -~ little.

Eleannr's letter came todey glving her ring size, s» I'll
be able %o get my Christmas Paokagesﬁ%o you tomorrow. Bill and
I heve bought eech other a colored wood cut by Norme Bassett
Hall for Christmas. We haven't seen eany originzl paintings out

pebexg. thiut weld llie Lo huve. Ihls techdligue is eatirsly diferent
“yand pgri@éﬁiy ibvely?> It's mofe like that Japanese print we
have then anything ##se,- it's & pleture offi & sycamore tree with

gorgeaus colors.

I don't think I told yo%_gbo“t the perty we went to at the
San Ildefonso Indien Pueﬂ%g:illt certainly was unique and more
fun then enything I've been to in & long time. They held it in
8 big recreation hall with e few chunk stoves around the room and

gasoline lsmps hung from the ceiling. Our group put on a few

exhibition sguare dances first end then the Indiens did some
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of their fenciest dances with some Lorgeous costumnes. 4Liter
thet they all got out in edu:les und did a Kind o two step to
the seme chent and beat »f the tom toms. I was afrsid the indiuns
would be shy end stey in a group by them selves, but, no, tiey
pulled us up and hed us &ll dsncing with them in no time. The
Indiang seen to be extremely rythmic and this dunce step was
easy to learn and lots of fun to do. They ull entered in to srae
more sguare duncing tbo. They had sone long tebles at tne end
L 4 T e et 50 e g
e tan . [ 5t piick THiIIT e PR e e —
brought down cuxes to 8dd to it. There were ®B caouple of o.r §
people taking pictures so perhaps we'll be able to shoe yiu sone
some dey. Bill pleyed the eccordian for out group and afcoirse
I_just uat?hed moet of the time, but even thut wus Ifun.
Mery-Leigh is learning to :nit end my nerves wure in Iraz.les
trying to help her,- especiully as it all hus to be trunslaisd
in to left handed nitting.
YWothing else of particular interest so 1I'l1l sign off and

start dinner.
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Los Alamos, N. Mex.
December 23, 1945

Dear Mother and Eleanor,

Goodness, it seems as if an awful lot has happened the past week, even though it has
gone slowly. I was just about going crazy the last week before the baby arrived,
night after night I had false labor pains, regularly every 5 minutes, for 3 or 4 hours
and then they’d quit. They kept up off and on all day too, just to keep me wondering.
The baby was so low that [ had pressure pains all down my legs too, and felt just
rotten in general. In spite of all this the doctor still insisted the baby wasn’t going to
come till January. He was leaving on a 2 week furlough the 19t of December and
wanted to save the baby till he got back. However, I just got in under the deadline. I
was walking back from a tea party Tuesday afternoon when the water started to
break. When Bill got home at 6 we went over to the hospital and after a while the
pains started to come. The doctor was anxious to hurry things up as he was
scheduled to leave the next day at noon, so he didn’t give me much to help the pain.
However, it was very bad the last couple of hours. The baby was born at 2:40 AM on
Wednesday [the 19th]. He sure is a cute little boy, but I can’t say he looks like
anyone in particular. He has a lot more hair than ML had, and is blond though not
white as hers was. He’s an awfully good baby. I've hardly heard him cry once. 1
have enough milk for 3 babies and he eats well (in fact so well he spits out an ounce
or so when he’s finished) and sleeps all the time between feedings.

There are only 4 babies here in the hospital now, and they usually leave David in
with me most of the day. It seems so funny to have a baby around again after 6 %2
years. I'm sure I'm going to find him easier to take care of when I get back home
then ML was. That is, except for the current Los Alamos inconveniences. In the cold
snap a week ago all the water pipes up in the canyon were our water comes from
froze and since then the water has been shut off most of the time. In fact they had
no water here at the hospital during the time the baby was delivered and for a day
afterwards. The nurse finally gave me a bath in some distilled water she had so that
[ could get some of the blood off me. Our house is one of the highest and Bill says
the water has been on even less often than other apartments as the pressure is
lower. Poor Bill has really had a rotten time. The day I left for the hospital Mary
Leigh was home with a slight cold and the next day it turned into flue and her
temperature kept going up. Bill took her over to see the doctor but he seemed to
think she’d be ok at home. However by Friday her temperature was up to 104
degrees and they kept her here in the hospital and gave her penicillin. Bill was
awfully worried and you can imagine how upset [ was having to lie here and unable
to do anything about it. However, the penicillin certainly acted quickly and Bill took
her home yesterday with her temperature normal.

['ve been really more worried that Bill would get it; with no one home to take care of
him and ML it would have been terrible. However, if he was going to get it he would
have by now, I should think. I hate to think of poor Bill having to stay home and take



care of ML these two weeks. However, he doesn’t seem to mind at all and probably
the vacation will do him good. This writing that he’s doing now can be done at home
as well as at the lab. He’s perfectly furious (as everyone is) about this water
shortage, and we’ve had trouble with the power, too, the past couple of months.
They turn it off for % hour or so almost every evening just during the dinner hour.
However, I think they have their new generator in now, as perhaps that trouble is
over. If there is anyway for him to get this work down soon, I think he’d like to
leave. However, [ don’t think there is much chance. We've both getting pretty fed
up with this place.

Christmas Day

I'm sitting up on the edge of my bed today, so perhaps my writing will be more
legible. Bill brought in all my presents to me last night and I couldn’t wait till
visiting hours today to open them. So [ went and opened them all last night.
Goodness, I've never seen such masses of presents! Bill came in with a knapsack full
of them just like Santa Claus! I don’t know where to start, everything was so
wonderful. The teapot cover is a work of art, Mother, it's almost too beautiful to use.
Now all I need is a nice tea set to use it on! Those mitten are certainly an eyeful,
Eleanor and I needed them badly. When we went off on a picnic the other day I
spent an hour looking for some to wear on my hands!

The potholders are another thing I needed frightfully. Mine have suddenly all gone
to pieces. The yellow blouse is beautiful. I saw some like that in Sears and almost
sent for one. I've never worn a yellow print. Now I'll get to all the knit things for
David. He sure is will stocked with sweaters and mittens. I'll have to get a carriage
quick now, so I can take him out riding with a different sweater every day! I'm just
crazy about the blue sweater and cap. They are by far the cutest of all of them!
Goodness, I still haven’t mentioned the pearl bracelet and the book on the Rio
Grande. It seems to me I got far more presents than I deserved! I hate to think of
that measly little box of stuff I sent all of you! Thanks just ever and ever so much.
All the presents sure made a big difference to a poor girl all alone in this darn
hospital. The food is rotten and the water is still off. Bill and ML are probably still
opening presents under the tree at home, and are invited out to Xmas dinner.

So long for now, Barbara
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Wednesday
[December 26, 1945]

Dear Mother, (Eleanor and Auntie May)

Things have been pretty hectic, but are now much better. Barbara seems to have
given you most of the news. I meant to get a letter off before Christmas, but wasn’t
able to. Mary-Leigh is OK now, the penicillin certainly worked wonders.

Barbara and the baby are doing well, and may be home next Sunday. I hope you all
had a fine Christmas. I am enclosing a Christmas check which should have been
mailed the day B. went to the hospital.

The sweater is fine. Ilike the type which buttons up the front. I still have the blue
pull over which E knit years ago. It comes in fine for hikes, etc. but always messes
my hair and so is not good to wear every day.

The slide box came just in time, for in another month or so [ would have bought one.
Mrs. Page sent me an outfit to mount the slides in glass. I now have so many that
they need organizing. Thanks very much Tis!

And, Auntie May, thanks very much for the elegant necktie. Most of mine are wool,
and I have needed a real dressy one.

[ put Mary into the dress, and it fits very well. She wore it to Christmas dinner at
the Froman’s [Darol]. She will probably write a letter when she has settled down
from playing with all her new toys. She is now making out lists of things to buy at
the commissary, and is pestering me as to the spelling of tomatoes, celery, onions,
nuts artichokes, etc.

This is not much of a letter, I am afraid, but will have to do for now.

Love Bill
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MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P.O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
Januery 11, 1946
Dear Families,-

Well, I'm having & fine time being a mother,- except for
being sleepy all the time. I never had this 3 a.m. fe.ding with
Mary-Leizh, it's a test of indurance to get ayself awake ana tnen
keep nyself awake for an hour at thut ungodly hour. 4and no go-
ing bzek to sleep after the 7 a.m. feeding either, this time 1
have u.L. to get ready and send off to school. 1d oIcourse tue
times I figure 1 can snetch a few winks during the day, are tle
times David picks for his yelling(you know for excercise) times.
However, the one thing I've lezrned the past 6 years is to goto
sleep at a moments motice &t any time,- so I fool the little
squirt occasionsally.

Speaking of squitts, I'm gradually learming sabout little
boys. 'he times that 1 emerge drenched after changing his diupers
are becoming fewer. But he really shot the works the other nignt
et three a.m. I had just removed the dirty disper when Le got me
square in the eye, and ofsourse in my semi-conscious stute it

B took me a second or two to react and slap a diaper down ou top
r of him,- but too late, by that time with a terrific‘grﬂnt he héd
sterted on number two. I'guve 8 lightening leep to one side and
it shot out at lezst three feet across the livins room rug! 1
felt like one of these rats tuey keep frustrating in physcolog-
ical tests,- I don't think I would have been surprised if he'd
ended up by spitting at ue.

Bill hes promised to lozd some bluck and vwihite film und toxe

some pictures this Sund:y. 1 hope I can get one of bavid swiling,

After he eats he gets pertectly limp and his fauce all red and
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bloeted, and then he sterts to smilé. I kmow 1t's completely
unconsclous, but it makes him look so perfectly adorable and

Just exactly like Bill,- or es Mary Argo says, like Bill when
he's had & couple of drinks.

I haven't done anything very emclting since 1I've been home.,
except go to the comulssary three times & week in the morning
while Bill's stlll esleep, and exchange news with ell ay friends.
Bill has to g0 end play for the square dance on Sat, and 1 thing
1'11 go too snd dsmce & few sguares,- that is 1f I can go some=~
thing ebout David. The Argo's have come over & couple of times
to play bridge, but except for that Bill's worked every night.
He's trying to get a lot done on this book before the fellow
who's helping him with it leuves next week., Today was dary Argo'é
birthday so I had them over for lunch end ba.ed & sponge caxie,

1 geve her that book you sent duaay, "Look Wwho's a udother". GShe
is at last empecting & buby in July,- she lost one lest Christmas

you remembers

Sunday

ell, believe &t or not, we actually took some pictures tiais
afternoon. David absolutely refused to open his eyes im the
—glure of the Photo floods, but he 8till looked cute, Teé £ot soue
of Mary in pig tails and with her hair loose. I only Lope soue
of them come out decently. |

Ve've finél]y made up our minds to wdove to & larger aparte
ment. It's been & lot more coamplicated thum 1 thought to have
the bhadby's stuff a2ll over the house. The Fermi's have just left
and we were able to 5e£ thelir apartment which has the pipes all
installed for the bendix., It'll mean thet we wom't have the
breekfest nook where 1 did ell my metel work and sewing, but in-
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MRS. WILLIAM ELMORE

P.O. BOX 1663, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

stead we have & dining alcove off the living room. 1 hope we
heve better ldek with the heating than we've had here., <The other
night I awoke at 4 in the norning to find the apurtment so full
of coel ges and szoke that 1 couldn't see oy hund in Lront of
uy fececo David was in the living room with all the hot alr vents
open to Peep it warm enoughe 1 don't inow 1L this coul g=s 1s
poverful enough to asphyxiate nim but it sure made us nad., It
was & bitter eold right and we h=d to-open-—everythingup for an—
hour to get the smoie out. Eill was so furious that he went and
called the fire dept. .e've hed it hap;en 3ets of times berlfore
but never with the buby here and not usuully at nlght. iLe
vater situuation is still bdad too., 1 told yo. Low the water w.s
off the whole time 1 was in the hospital, except for a Iew Lours
B day,- well, the pi.es all froze wguin the other day and 1lt's
been as bed as before. Lveryone is perfectly furious but there
ies nothing to 4o about it except grin and bear it,- 1t's tuls
darn inefficlient army for you. 4t preseant theylre bringing up
witer Irom the Iiltlhy Lio Grande in tunx cars previously used
for gesoline a d then dousing it with chlorine so that you can
herdly drink it. 1 certainly wish that Bill were rlnisﬁﬁd with
his work and we could leave.

.ary-leigh spends all her time letely writin. booxs,- I'm
enclosing one for yo.. .hey wre coaplictely Ler own co.position
and spelling, tho they reflect the surt o1 bouse Luey &re read-

ing in school,
/L,M ke :,/‘/"":‘-‘“ LY ut—oﬂ’é? = % e % g7 Al 2"-4 )
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Addendum to Letter from Barbara Page Elmore
January 11, 1946

[ don’t know if I told you that we can have visitors up here now (also all censorship
is off). So if you could give us Hugh [Cronk]’s address we could invite them up for a
look see though not for the night as we have no room. Perhaps it would be easier or
rather quicker if you dropped him a note to that effect. They’d have to let us know a
day in advance so that they can be cleared by the FBI.

[ don’t think I even told you that ML'’s sweater fits her beautifully. It’s really a work
of art with all that cable stitch. The dictionary is a great success too. You'd be
amazed at how fast she’s learning to read and spell. She can take any of her books
and read them quite well only having to ask for words occasionally. Oh yes, and her
jumper is adorable, fits perfectly. I've already washed it once. She’s crazy about the
blouse made of dressy rayon!

Well, David is sleeping so I'd better go and get a catnap. Loads of love to all,

Barbara



A
y
n

12

169



€S -~ J Asratnad T WL, v»'t'bga..L_$1
L-%,\dwr,;z;._,v,..,d_ _ G'Q,\.‘._(C«Mm- Lt o

L

s
./m&
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Feb. 11, ls=o
Dear Mother, etc.
I figure it must be three weeks since 1 wroie lest, but
lionestly I haven't hed many minuted to spare. Two iias czn
.. certainly keep one on the hop, especisally as Lavid spends a gooa
{f portion of his time erying. 1 guess it's & touch of colic, waich
¢ I'm sure wn:ld clear up if I could just get his feeding regulated
I'm otill trying despeecetely to keep on nursing him. If I get
93"%33‘?35??*%?£7znerge%1&-tna, the milk disappesrs and then he
K eries emwen more. lowever, things kﬂ:’calmrd‘ down a 1>t the

past few days and 1I'm teginning t, feel lixe my old self ggein.

~ /v»’;/.u

In spite of colic bavid is a fat little pig. He'll ~eep on eat-
ing indefinately if you don't stop him, and he's as rouna anda faot

as a little butter ball. He's completely outgrown the bussinetre

Lo 25

so we got & secomd hand crid for him. e saile: & lot n.w, wnd

A

» 18 just too cute for words., £ill is nuats abo..t hiw and holas
and pleys with him 2 lot more than he aid with w.L. &t taost
ege,

ary-lelgh had & cold &ll last weeir and is still coughing
Egyg;”iaiJ%hé;aﬁﬁféjbaék in sehool e-ain. E5ill caught it too, but
&g David and I seem to be immune, iary was very pleased with the
‘? valentines,~- esp. Vavid's., I'm enclosing ane she cooked up for

Vo, you last night.

A

Bill 1is in a frenzy of work,- he won't take time o.t for
anything. He says he's going to be workiug right up to the eua
of June on this booik. At least he worss home in the evenings,-

probebly because we &re forther from the Tech Area now,- and

AL | Bpedin s

you know how he hates to exert himself. 1 tuink 1'11 be xina ol
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much rather bought &£ second hand one up here,

‘\

gled when we're »n o .r way home from thils glace.

we're very wel® settled in our new apertment now,- I'm
certeinly glad we moved, it's in a wonderful location with
a gorgeous view, end the extrs room nekés a big difisrences.

I'm not fussing with anything in the way of decoration that thkes

- time as we'll only be here four more months. ue have soae very

nice neighbors next to us with two little girls,- the olaest =&

little younger then .iary.

. wyacBssulsnigstes the Sguere dance: wyery two weess,
novw thet willie hes left. 1've &'thﬂ laest two times and it
gure is fun to be able to iﬁ‘géain. 1 get quite & work out try-
ing tn keep up with all the extra males. we took the children
on & 1little drive Sunday. David reacted the same way as hary did
at thet age and dropyed off to @leep the minute the car sturted.
It wes kiﬁd of nice to get out agruin. I1've been rether cooped

up here in the house as we haven't‘yet located & buly carriage.
%e .hope to go tb Santa Fe Sat. and shop for one, tho I'd have

' 2q vl 4 34 laead = b |/

e ek still Weigh 135 1b. and can't £it intp anytuing. 1 finally
Y e iuﬁ%er m&dé‘tﬁé%fﬁigﬁthf%hai ts”aihost mede if 1 cun rind

en holr ‘onite to put tlie Lfinishinug to.ches on it. kor & wnile

-David hed the bhabit of screaming all evening long,- which secmed

like the last word after & long day. I have a feeling that it
wes theAcow'a milk tha£ caused it, I'm gdad that I don't have to

’ give him ﬁuch of that zny mare.

This letter doesn't seem to get very interesting so 1'd
better quit and do something else. 1'll try and get the letters

off a little more¢ promptly in the future. That lest soywrn in
the hospital wes kind of = set back and I'm Just beginuing to get
caught up. ﬁi\ 7 lre - Vadmn
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Los Alomos, Hew uexico
Feb., 2C, 1946
Dear Eleanony,

It secms to me that it's about time that I wrate & letter just to
you, though it'll probebly mean thaet liother won't get one for another weex.
It's no cinch having two kids yapping around &1l the time. 1t keeps me
pretty busy execept for the evenings, and I don't seem to have enough even-
ings to take care of all the lewtter writin , sewing, metal work, social
sactivitées, and sleep, David's getting & little more regulur now, and
doesn't ery quite so much, tho it seems to me that he's awake an sawiul
lot. HKe keeps us in gules of laughter with 21l hks facial expresions,
especially when he's full of dinner, Bill secms to get & big kiek out
of holding him and playing with him, and making feces at him to get Lim
to leugh.

I wonder if I forgot to thenk you for the little cip &nd mittens that

okl sent Juct belfors he wos lorn. L'm afredd that with wll the conlusion
of Christmas and being in the hospitel and =11, thet 1 forgot a lot of
things. He's wearing them &l1 the time now, ihough the band under his
chin doesn't meet by at least am inch, he's so darn fet. However I've
erocheted an extra strip on the end so it works o.lk,

Ve went to Santa Fe last Saturday with both uUary and lLavid slong,-
it wes kind of heectic, but very exciting for wme as we bought me & sweniky
new coat. It's netursel color suede leather,- full length and fitted with
& full skirt and wide sholders. It cost {125 and is just too gorgeous for
words. My green mitiens that yo. knit for me look so swell with it that
I wondered if you hed any wore of the green yarm -nd could init me some
kind of tie-under-the-chin-bap sometime. 1 found a lewther store in Sante
Fe that said thet they'd have some leather to match sometime so that I
could make & little cep to meteh the cost.for swanlier oceasiosns.

We had just returned from Santae Fe at about Spm and sary-Leigh had

opened all the packages all over the floor and I was trying to cope with
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David and dinner end the genersl mess all at once, when who should walk in
but Unecle louis McKeehan (Captain in the Navy) who was up here for a few
days on business. I hardly recognised him until he spoke, his hair is al-
mosé white But I'd never forget his falsetto voice. Bill was awlfully glad
to see him end immedietely asked him io stay to dimner. 1t sure was hectic
feeding Lavid practieally on one arm while 1 got dinner with the other.
Bvidently the big shots here weren't entertaining oim much so I nad Just
about decided that I should give a dinner perty on Kondey when the hoontz's
erashed through and had us &ll over to dinner at Ful.er Lodge that night,
so I was spared. OSomehow I don't secm quite up to dinner parties yet.

I have & swenky new baby curriage comin.., The Argo's got 1t Lfor me
in Albucuerque,- it comes epart so that it can be used Ior tne buby tio
sleep in in the cer, DBaby carriages cost a small Iortune .hese asays,
I tried for weeks to get =& second hend one up here but no luck, this one
set 18 baek 30 bueks., Eowever Bill says that we spent so little on David

so fer (22 for hospital and delivery) thet we might as well have these

other luxuries.

All our friemds sre lesving,- the Argo's leave next week ana I1'm go-
ing to miss them & lot. Lowever millions more are coming., They are put-
ing up & lot more temporary houses and then a whole lot of permanent ones
are going to be built. Builnaa.

Barbara vants me to finish ths letter so it can get meiled. She
has gone to seek the baby carriage at the express office, so 1 am waiting
for the Indian meid, =nd steying with David.

Hes B. told you that the Pages may visit us out.here in May? Then
they will go to England to visit at the Henn house. They want us to
go Lo Rendolph. We think we will first visit in MF for a couple of
weeks or so, then dirive to the mts. Do you think you and mother and
Auntie May, if she is around, would like to go to R. for & wihnile? Of

cofirse there may be some hitch in the Page's plens, so they won't go to

England. Personally I think it is too soon alter the war to g0 abroad.
A letter from you, and from mother came today. ZSLJZI?
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Los Alamos, N. M.
March 10, 1946

Dear Mother,

I'm afraid it’s been an age since [ wrote last. The time just whizzes by these days.
I'm been waiting to write in hopes that Bill would do something about the pictures.
Bill’s the worst putter offer of anyone I know. Maybe you can do something with
him. If he can just get the film developed I can pay someone here to make prints, or
send it to Mummy and let her have them made. I can battle with Bill over something
just so long and then I get sick and tired of the whole business and give up.

We went off on a picnic yesterday and took a few more pictures. It’s hard to get any
good ones of David because the sun or photo floods make him shut his eyes,
ordinarily he smiles all the time. He’s a perfect little lamb now a day. Never cries,
and talks and laughs and plays all the time he is awake. I can’t bear for you not to
see him.

The package never came from Sears. I've been expecting it any day, which is one of
the reasons I haven’t written. I've always wanted to color pictures. It’ll be fun to try
when Bill gets back to printing again.

I'm glad you liked the slippers. They are made of llama skin. I'm hoping to get some
to match my coat and make a little cap to go with it. Did Eleanor tell you about my
swanky new coat? All of tan suede leather? It’s really gorgeous.

Tuesday

I'm glad [ didn’t send this off yesterday as the package came from Sears. I'm dying to
try the paints. What I'd like is a nice big picture of David and ML. They both have
such high color that they’d be perfect to work on. I think David’s hair may be red.

I'm feeling swell these days and getting lots done. I've had to make practically a
complete wardrobe, as none of my old clothes fit me yet. David is no bother at all,
and ML is in school or playing out almost all the time. The time will come though, all
to soon, when I'll have to keep David out of mischief 24 hours a day! I take him with
me to the store and visiting almost every day in his new carriage. It's a very swell
one, comes apart so that he can sleep in it in the car. It'll be a Godsend this summer
while we’re traveling around. It’s fairly lightweight too so that [ don’t have much
trouble pulling it up and down the stairs once or twice a day.

Bill is still writing at this book all day, every day, and far into the night. He works till
2 or 3 am, and then sleeps almost all morning. It’s a hell of a life! I'll be glad when
it’s all over and we’re on our way home. However, I should feel lucky that he isn’t
going away for three months for the Navy Test. That would be awful.



[ must get this in the mail now.
Loads of love, Barbara

P.S. Next time I'll type, this is terrible!
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Los Alamos
April 1, 1946

Dear Mother,

[ haven’t much time to write, but I'm afraid to leave it, as I don’t see any more time
in the near future. David is good as gold and still no trouble at all, but some how I
seem to keep awfully busy. I've had to make masses of clothes, as I still can’t fit into
my old clothes. Mary-Leigh was sick for a couple of weeks, too. She had a low fever
(normal in the morning and up to 101 degree in the afternoon) for over a week with
absolutely no other symptoms. [ was pretty worried about rheumatic fever or
something like that. However, the doctor finally put her in the hospital and made
every test he could think of and discovered nothing except a slight congestion in her
chest from X-rays, so he pronounced her sick with bronchial pneumonia. I'm
certainly never heard of that with no cough or anything! Anyway they gave her
penicillin and kept her for several days in the hospital. She seems to be fine now
and is back in school. Although I'm trying to keep her quiet a good part of the day
and am feeding her lots. [ wish she’d put on some flesh on the bones.

We’re in having a terrific windstorm today. The mountains are completely hidden
with the dust, and everything in the house is coated with sand and grit. I've
prevailed on Bill to go to see “Spellbound” tonight; [ hope it’s good. I've gone to
several movies lately, “Saratoga Trunk” is especially good and “The Spiral Staircase”;
see them if you get a chance. While I think of it did you get to read “Rio Grande”
before you sent it to us? It is excellent. If you haven’t read it we could send it back
sometime. Right now I'm reading a textbook on Geology while I nurse the baby.
Sort of like these people who learn Spanish while waiting in Doctor’s offices.

We’ve been off on picnics almost every Sunday. The weather has been glorious just
like summer. David is getting quite a tan. He gets a sunbath almost every day out in
the back porch.

I'm still working on Bill to get those pictures developed so don’t give up hope.

Loads of love

Barbara



April 16t.. 174,
Dear .iother;

I was ¢lud to get your letter,- 1 was getting a little worried it
was such a long time since 1'd hesrd. All that housegggﬁing sounds like
more trouble than it's worth,- and the tapping of the maple trees! Good-
g:;; what & job! I wish I could send you & pound of butter for wmaster,
we hawe all mwe can eat of the stufi. In fact we are eating altogether
_t-ac-maznh
too much expensive food, we'll have to cut dowm when we return to Swarth-
more =nd a smaller salary.

1 hope warl Vedder writes us a couple of days before he plansx to be
in Sante Ye, as it takes them thet long to have s visitor ckeured by the
F.B.I. 1If he does we'll certainly invite him up.

1 hedn't realized that I never deseribed ~avid to you. Le's probubly
very much like any other buby except that he is good and big. wne's strong
too,- aluost sits up by himselt, and plays with one ol these cribd toys
that hang acress his crib and corrisge all the time. 1is hailr is in a
erew cut about an inch long at the longest part, and is as fine as the
finest silk. It is guite light in color and looks as if it might even be
redix. The rest of him is nice and fat and brown from being out it hhe sun
every day. e sleeps all the time on his back and screaﬁs bloody murder
if turned over. 4s a consequence his head is all flat and bald in the
back. Iie started gétting pablum a week or so ag0 and is still protesting
violently. 1ile's erizy about .ary-Leigh. Le follows her around with his
eyes ( I have to hold my hund over his eyes when he eats to keep him at
it) and laughs whenever she's aroutd. She zgets up early in the wmorning
and plays with him until I wcke up and feed him at 7am. Le's still as sood
as gold and never crjeé any more.

Your gackhge canegy today and .iary w.s so emwited tuat 1 let her opem

the note psper,- and then I was sort of excited too so I ppened lavid's

Gak
box. The green sweater is too lovely for words. Lllease thank Lkleanor and
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Aunty lay ever so much for me. 1t really is a work of art und by far the
thicest sweater he has.. When 1 go to Sante e next 1 am going to see ir |
can get some more of that yarn and meke him some pants to go with it.
Could you find out what size necdles they used on the sweater?

e'll wait til Eester to open the rest of our presents,- you were
dear to send them. 1t always seems such & surprise to gef peesents for
Easter. ‘

Ve have a present for you which we thought up last night, and which
I do hope you'll think ebout seriously before you say uno. we want you
to take the tr=in or plane out here towards the middle of <une and stay
here with us for a few weeks and them drive buack east with us via Colorado
and the Yellowstone. I know it sounds e&s if it yould be kind of strenuous

but there is a through train ( one car of the“Chiefﬁ that gees straight

from New York to lamy ( only a few miles from Santz Fe) and omly takes

two nights &nd you wouldn't even have to change once. It's ank extre feare ig‘

train which means it is zir conditioned and luxurious so you're sure to

be comforteble. ‘hen you get here you can have David's room with one of g

our good beds and we'll put David in with Mary, or you can sleep on waery's

bed end she can sleep on her cot in vavid's rpom. In any case it will be g

simple snd not crowded at &ll, On the Trip home we can put bLavid's carriageN

on the floor of the car and fix the seat up for either lMary to play on ,

when you're in front or for you or me to sleep on when we want. 1t would

be such fun to show you this place and something of the west on the way

home, Lord knows if we'll ever get the chancc aguin. Can't zleanor and Ez

Aunty iay toke care of things at home for those four weeas and give you !

this little vscation? Do consider it'now,- it will give you such a good i

chance to vigit with llary-leish :nd Lavid especially, and you know we'd :¥\

Just love to have you. G§
‘ary seems to be all better now tho she seems to be awfully nervous. 1

There is to be a child psychologist here next week and I have made an «

appointment for her to set¢ him.

7’7“ Z}J Bl — Lon< r\l))a._j-u«
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Los Alamos, new uex.
lay U, 1946
Dea r .other,
I've finally recuperated to some extent after having 8 people (inecl

David) to feed and bed for &days. .‘ummy and Laddy arrived ¥riday the 10th.
A saeturday

and Thornton the—feddeoming Mumixy. It certeinly was a gay reunion. 1 was
so excited thaet I was going around in cércles,- 1 still don't kmow how 1
manafged it all with as little confusion es there was. We went on several
plenies and showed them all the sights, introduced them to all our friends
who ere still here and hed & big party down at wiss Wiarneg's Tesa wnoom.
Thornton had to leave Tuesday evening as he hadn't been ahle to get the
time off to drive east with the parents. Lhowever he wil. be able to visit
with them in liew Haven after he is dischsrged and before .uwnmy end vaddy
leave for i!ngladd around the end of June. Thornton i& planning to be up
in Randolph while we are there in asugust so we'll get to see him then, He
hesn't made up his mind yet what he im going to do after he get's out of
the Nevy., Mummy and laddy seemed just the same tho & bit older. .Jumnmy
worked every minute she was here at everything that looked es if it needed
fixing and Daddy told stories to .ary-leigh just like the ones he used to
tell me when 1 wes little. They thought that they just might be able to
sbep and see you on thekr way b:ck, so if they do they will give you a
blow by blow accoung of the visit. bavid reacted feirly well considerin,
all the spoiling he got,- at any rate he made a big hit. iLe weighs 15 1b.
now and is unusually long,- 27 in., te can practically sit up and will
prob: bly te standing when vwe get b=ck home.

To get beeck to the last time I wrote you,- All those saster presents
th:t I hcdn't written t- thank you for are still bothering my conscieunce.
Bill and I were very pleased with our necktie and scarf resp;, and .ary

Leigh gobbled up her chocolate egg as quickly as possible. It was the only

real taster egg that she got as, as usual there were none to be had up here.

Yary's birthdey w:is & big success,- we took another little boy her age on
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a pienic with us instead of having a party. The little salt and pepr.er
shakers hade & big hit with Jary Leigh,- though 1 certainly would never have
thought so. ©GShe has to heve them by her side at every meal. And of-
course she was crazy about the purse with all it's contents. She'll write
you & letter one of these days. B8he read your letter all the way through
and only had to be told a couple of the words.

1 am so glad that you are going to consider coming out here. Lowever,
I don't want to pester you about it as you alone know if you are physically
up to it. It's bound to be a little econfusing with so many people in this
little apartment, but you can always retire to your oun room when thihgs
get too heeétic and we can just forget you're here. Iio harry anyway about
making up . our ming.

1 was really emecited about the Atomic Bonnet as & Tiue magazine cor-
respondent called me from Albuquerque and wanted to imow &ll the details
as it was going to be printed in the next issme of Time. I was on tendee
hooks-all week waiting for our copy to arrive and then it wasn't in if!

However it wes reprinted in several other newspapers. One said,”" Mrs.

Elmore says she will wear the hat even though people might say she's "blow-

ing her top'. Ofeourse the hat really was only put together with pins and

I never had enff intention of wearing it,- but it was kind of fun anyway.
well it's only ebout five weeks now until we'll be on sur way home,-

I guess I won't have much time for writing with all the things 1 heve plan-

ed to do before then. o, - v/ ., were
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June ¢, 1946
Dear Mother,

4Ls far as we're concerned, we're :wfully disappointed that ¥ou have
decided not to come, However}l have been worrying About how you would
have made out. I guess it w‘ll be memve wracking at the least coping
with the kids and trying to finad acco@ﬁd&tions. Flease don't zive up
hope abo t seeing the west,- we hope that Bill will be doing consulting
work for the project for some time and perhaps we'll spend the sumaer out
here occasionally to pick up some extrz money. and have ourselves a nice
vacation.

Fow do you like this pieture of David? The Youngs, our next door
neighbors, tookf it one d -y when I was out and geve us 5 coples for our
wedding anndversary. Bxcept for his eyes rolling up it's real cute. Lis
hair is growing but still stands straight up. The other day he said,

'"Da-da" Ior the first time. It doesn't seem possible that he's almost

6 months »ld alreaay;

Unless we can't get any tires we will leave here on ..onday the first
of July. We had a blow out the other day and last night one of the other
tires was flat. Bill has written to 2ll the mail order houses ordering
tires so ut least two ought to come thfough. If not we'll have to ask
Daddy to send us a couple to get us home. Cur trip home ou-ht to take
about 12 to 14 deys,- we're planning to go up thgough colorado to the
Tetons and the Yellowstome and then east as fast =8 we can get there.

I'm kind of getting cold feet about taking David on such a long trip,-
I'm still nursing him so that shougd help, but if it gets too complicated
we'll heud for home and drive til we get there.

One thing I keep forgetting to &sk you,- would you please make some
appo ntments with the dentist. Ve haven't seen ope for almost three years,
Bill and I will probably need akleast two apiece and 1I'd like to have
e ry-Leigh'éieleaned too. If you make them for the last weei in July
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we'll surely be there. ue're having our subsgeription to "Time" sent to
you for the summer, so don't be surprised when it sterts coming after the
first of July.

The accident here with the r.dio active material was & dréﬁful thing
Everyone was awfully upset about it. Louis Slotin, who was doing the
experiment got something like 70,000 times the daily dose of radiation.

In t' e beginning they had hopes for him but he was really badly burned,-

he died about 10 days after the accident. The other fellow who was about

twice sas far.iﬂﬂy seems ;342i 0.%X. now tho they are keeping e pretty close
Ve,

check on him.A e knew both of them quite well., all the others are all

right.

we went on a real binge on the night of our tenth wedaing anndrers ry
The other three couples in thés epartment, with whom we get along wonder-
fally, went with us to & night club in Santa Fe. #e had a good dinner

and got good and drunk and had a marvelous time,- getting home &t 4an.

-

-t slecy; tho, - osvId woke up at 6:30 as usual theat morning and
as Bill hed to play for the square dance thet nightll had a couple in to
dinner and scuare danced all evening with oldly those few hours of sleep
and & nap behind me., Bill had it even vorse as he got up at B8am and wen®
fishing 21l day and then played the accordion all evening. We stayed home
today and rested up. 1 guess we wont get off on any more sunday trips
before we leave, 1 dread the thought of packing up.
e
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P.0. Box 1663
Santa Fe, N. Mex
June 20, 1946

Dear Mother:

I have nearly finished all the things I set out to do, and next week will be able to
spend sometime getting things ready to leave. | suddenly realized that my tires
were N.G. especially after having a blow out going 50 miles/hour! Mr. Page has
come to the rescue, sending the best one of his tires he had recapped, and having
Thornton send one of his two spares. I ordered, I think, 10 from various mail order
houses, and so far haven’t got 8 of them! [ may get 2 from Sears, since the order has
been in for two weeks, and no word yet. We shall keep our eyes pealed for new tires
on the way home, and not be satisfied until we have four new ones. I shall express
the recaps to Montour Falls if [ get new ones on the way. Also, we are allowed to
express up to 500 pounds in goods, and so will send some things the baby will need.

The Pages are sailing today on the Queen Mary. And Thornton soon flies to Bikini
for the bomb test. He will be “advisor” to a couple of Admirals. On the plane will
also be General Stillwell and another General. Also, K.T. Compton and a chemist.
Thornton certainly gets into the thick of things.

Since we won'’t be able to drive too fast I have no idea what the exact date will be for
arriving in M.F. [Montour Falls, NY]. However, post cards will let you know.
Probably July 14 to 16, or sooner if things are too complicated with the baby. We
are taking camping things in case we can’t find accommodations. Barbara and I are
very used to confusion and noise caused by David and M-L. Iimagine that it is best
you decided not to drive back with us. After Barbara wrote suggesting it, we
suddenly realized what a hectic life we lead.

It will be good to get back East again, but [ imagine we shall miss the climate and
scenery of New Mexico. See you within the month.

Love Bill



419—Grand Lake and Mt. Craig (Baldy)

Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado
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Early July 1946 [based on information in message]

Dear Mother,

Aunt Marie has a cottage on a high peak. This picture must have been taken at the lake shore near the
base of her rock. We have been here for several days and will leave tomorrow. The weather is cool;
except in the sun one needs warm clothing. If it doesn’t snow tonight, we shall drive through the park,

then to Denver to shop on Saturday.

Love,

Bill
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July 6, 1946

Post Card to Mrs. Grace C. Elmore
Montour Falls
New York

Dear Mother, Here we are at the Tetons already. I've been trying to write you ever
since we left Los Alamos, but every minute seems to be taken up. We are having a
wonderful trip. David and ML are as good as can be expected. We're finally getting
rested up after that last strenuous week before we left. This park is crowded - we
couldn’t find a place to camp last night and had to go to another camp ground 10
minutes further on. We'll go on to the Yellowstone tomorrow. I wish we hadn’t
picked 4t of July week to go through these parks! See you soon, Love Barbie

Expect us the 15t late or the 16th
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On route, Monday July 8, 1946
Dear Mother -

[ should have written this long ago to tell you to be sure to save the express receipts
after you have paid for the stuff we sent to M.F. Then when we get there we’ll send
them back to Los Alamos and they’ll pay us. Sort of a round-about way to do it but
that is the way they do things.

We left the Yellowstone this morning. We could have spent weeks there. Itis
really an enormous place and it would take almost a week just to see everything.
Then it’s marvelous fishing - Bill was just itching to get at it. However, everyone in
the campground where we were, had enough, more than they could eat, so we were
given plenty for 3 meals. Mary saw about 5 bears and a deer and a moose. All so
tame that you could touch them.

[ think I'd better just stick to the essentials and get this off. It seems as if 'm feeding
David or trying to hush him up all the time, and then when we stop at night I'm
always busy washing the kids or the diapers.

So far all is going according to schedule though we may have to waste a few hours
today getting a new fuel pump.

Wed, Rapid City
Car all fixed and we’re off again. We never seem to get off as early as we expect.
David is getting a little fussy in the car all day, although he sleeps fine at night. We

may need an extra day to get home if we can’t make better time than we have the
past few days.

Well, I'm really going to post this now.

See you soon,
Barbie

PS. For Pete’s sake don’t put Eleanor out of her room. Isn’t there an extra bed in
Aunty May’s room? David can sleep anywhere.

Unpack the express things (There should be 7 pieces) when they come and you’ll
find some salad oil, etc.
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